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Demonstrators at Day of Black Outrage, New York City. 
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New York City:Racist capital of the US? 


The mob murder of Michael Griffith 
stunned the world a year ago at this time. On 
December 20, 1986, three Black men were 
attacked by at least 10 white men. Michael 
Griffith’s crime was that he was walking 
through whites-only Howard Beach, 
Queens. Michael Griffith died and Cedric 
Sandiford suffered a serious beating. 

After a long, tense and heated trial the jury 
came back with manslaughter, assault and 
conspiracy convictions for Jason Ladone, 
Scott Kem and John Lester. Michael Pirone 
walked away free and laughing, not guilty on 
all counts. No-one was found guilty of mur- 


Over the last 2-3 years the Klan and neo- 
Nazi organizations have made Illinois and 
the Chicago area in particular a target of in- 
tensive organizing efforts. Coupled with this 
effort have been increased attacks on Black 
and other Third World people in the area. 

During 1987 the anti-racist communities 
continued their fight to stop Klan/Nazi or- 
ganizing and the accompanying rise in racist 
violence. This is a brief recap of recent events 
in the Chicago area, detailing some of the 
work of the anti-Klan forces. 

The Klan recently brought its Race and 
Reason TV Show to Chicago, The Commit- 
tee for Labor Access, a rank and file labor 
group, and the John Brown Anti-Klan Com- 
mittee joined together to challenge local 
Channel 19 on its showing of the Metzger 
program and demanded that the program not 
be aired. They are also critical of the com- 
munity access boards’ failure to respond to 
other community demands. 


= continued on page 14 


der, though Michael Griffith lay dead on the 
expressway. Spectators in the courtroom 
shouted, “Murderers, murderers.” The end of 
this first Howard Beach trial left NYC even 
more divided and heated that before the trial. 

When the killing in Howard Beach hap- 
pened it took forceful action by the Black 
community and activist Black attorneys to 
expose that the police department and the 
Queens District Attorney- were trying to en- 
gineer another coverup of racist violence. 
The Black community forced the appoint- 
ment of a Special Prosecutor and exposed the 
callous and racist treatment of Cedric San- 


Like other major urban areas throughout 
the US, the San Francisco Bay Area has ex- 
perienced significant white supremacist ac- 
tivities in 1987. An attempted lynching anda 
crucifixion commanded national news 
coverage, which nevertheless minimized 
their horror by defining them as “isolated 


- events.” But between the lines of these 


stories there is evidence of the development 
of an organized white supremacist network, 
and a two-level campaign of propaganda and 
terror. 

Pivotal in the events of the last several 
months is the KKK’s front group, White 
Aryan Resistance (WAR). Utilizing their 
weekly TV show, Race and Reason, and 
developing their youth component, White 
Aryan Movement/White Student Union, 
WAR has a dual strategy: 1) To present their 
racist ideology to an expanding audience on 

- public access TY, as just another “legitimate 
point of view” protected by the right to free 
speech. 2) To concentrate on immediate 
recruitment, targeting youth, particularly 
skinheads. 


September, San Jose: Four white youths, 
skinheads, terrorize an older Black woman, 


diford at the the hands of the New York City 


Police. Black activists led thousands of 
people in a march on Howard Beach. 


Howard Beach residents responded by 
threatening violence against the 
demonstrators and damaging cars. The ten- 
sion between the defendants’ supporters and 
the Black spectators was palpable 
throughout the court building. In the wake of 
the Bernard Goetz case, Howard Beach be- 
came the battle cry on the rapidly polarizing 
streets of New York. 


continued on page 10 





Chicago: Ku Klux Kalifornia 


mae® | Anti-Klan/Nazi 
Actions 


walking in a park in San Jose. Surrounding 
her, the youths taunt her with racial epithets 
and threaten to lynch her. The attack is 
stopped by the courageous intervention of a 
passerby. The leader of the four, Kenneth 
Allen, is a known member of the Aryan 
Youth Movement/White Student Union. Al- 
though the group openly admitted and in fact 
boasted about their attack, no arrests were 
made. Several days later, over 400 people 
from San Jose and other Bay Area cities ral- 
lied to protest the attack. JBAKC joined over 
40 speakers condemning the act, strongly 
Stating that racist attacks would not be 
tolerated in our community. 

October, Sacramento: Greg Withrow, the 
former leader of the White Student Union, 
was sought out by his former associates, 
dragged from his house, beaten, and 
crucified. The attack followed Withrow’s 
denunciation of his former white supremacist 
activities, and his decision to “go public” 
about the working of the WSU and its parent 
Klan organization. Still alive, Withrow has 
gone into hiding, but claims he still intends 
to expose his group. 


continued on page 10 
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KLAN MUST PAY DAMAGES 
TO BLACK FAMILY 





Six years after the body of 19-year-old 
Michael Donald was found hanging from a 
tree in Mobile, Alabama, the United Klans of 
America was assessed $7 million in damages 
as a result of a civil rights suit brought by 
Beulah Mae Donald, the man’s mother. The 
February 12th verdict is the first time the 
Klan has been held financially liable for acts 
committed by its members. 

Donald was kidnapped, beaten and 
strangled by James “Tiger” Knowles and 
Henry Hays on March 20, 1981. Knowles, 
who turned state’s evidence, is now serving 
time in federal prison and Hays was sen- 
tenced to death. Knowles testified that he and 
Hays had been upset because a jury of 11 
Blacks and one white had failed to convict a 
Black man for the murder of a white Birmin- 
gham policeman. Knowles said they killed 
Donald to “send a message to people all 
around the US that the Klan did not want 
Blacks serving on juries.” Knowles said he 
and Hays were carrying out the orders of 
Bennie Hays, Henry’s father and the third- 
ranking Klan officer in the state. Knowles 
also said he was influenced by Klan 
newspaper ads saying “give the Blacks what 
they deserved.” 





CONTRA Video Game 





Don’t believe those Pentagon denials for a 
Washington minute: somebody, somewhere 
is monitoring the scores rolling in from Con- 
tra,a video game made by Konami, Inc. Con- 
tra pits two mercenaries (blond Bill and 
brown-haired Lance) against a marauding 
horde of dark-skinned Nicaraguans. 

As the game opens, Bill (you) materializes 
ina techno-jungle that combines a landscape 
of mountains and palm trees with gleaming 


RAPE AND RACISM 
IN UPSTATE N.Y. 


On November 24th, a fifteen-year old 
Black girl, Tawana Brawley, was kidnapped 
for four days by six white men. She was as- 
saulted, raped and brutalized. She was found 
in a garbage bag, having been left for dead, 
with the words “KKK” and “n---r” written on 
her body. 

She said that her abductor identified him- 
self as a policeman. The police department 
responded by trying to question the woman’s 
story and her reputation. The outraged Black 
community responded with demonstrations 
of thousands and a determination for justice. 
Inspired by the strength of the Black move- 
ment in New York City, three massive rallies 
held in the area, have united the Black com- 
munity in fighting these Klan actions. 

On November 21, in Peekskill, Alphonso 
Smith, a Black man, was chased down a road 
by white men with bats and pipes. Five days 
later his house was firebombed. Contrary to 
police and media reports, local Black ac- 
tivists say these are not isolated incidents but 
rather systematic racist terror, probably led 
by the Klan. They promise an increasingly 
organized and militant Black response. 








Beulah Vac Donald and her family. 


On May 20, 1987 the keys to the door and 
the deed to the headquarters of one of the 
largest Klan organizations were given to Ms. 
Donald. The building was formerly the na- 
tional headquarters of the United Klans of 
America. By turning over the building and 
property (worth $225,000) to Donald, the 


chrome ‘ EROS” that must be knocked out. 
You can knock out everything in sight, until 
you move onto the next game board by 
destroying the monstrous sensor that rises up 
out of the jungle floor. But, no matter how far 
you go, you will never get to attack hospitals 
or convents. Koriami, Inc. stopped making 
Contra in June because it’s sales were low, 
but Ollie North’s testimony has fired up new 
interest and the company might reissue it. 
Konami claims the game doesn’t take a 
political position; however the instructions 
say: “The Red Falcon Organization is Plot- 
ting to Conquer the Earth. Only Youcan Stop 
Them!” You don’t have to be Henry Kis- 


__ senger to figure that one out. 
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legal title to which was held by an organiza- 
tion called the Anglo-Saxon Club, Inc. of 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. the Klan has decided not to 
appeal the judgment. Although the actual set- 
tlement was for $7 million attorneys for 
Donald said, “We don’t intend to pursue any 
further assets. This makes the point.” 


JIMMY THE GREEK 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


Jimmy “the Greek” Snyder’s contract as 
sports handicapper was not renewed because 
he made racist remarks in a pre-game inter- 
view. Snyder said: “I mean all the players are 
black; the only thing that whites control is the 
coaching jobs.” 

Later in the interview, he said the physical 
superiority {of Black athletes} “goes all the 
way to the Civil War when .. . the slave 
owner would breed his big black (man) with 
his big woman to that he would have a big 
black kid, see.” 


_. > Jimmy the Greek is seeking contributions 
"to a scholarship fund which will go towards” Black 


a season at the Campanis Re-education 
Center for Racists in Sports or a semester at 
the University of Johannesburg. 





JERRY FALWELL’S ANTI- 
GAY HYSTERIA 


“Out there in the general public, there’s the 
inability to write that check because a lot of 
faith has been shattered,” right-wing evan- 
gelist Jerry Falwell told reporters in May. 

In a fundraising letter, Falwell aims to in- 
cite fear and loathing of the “demonic 
homosexual AIDS carriers,” whose “per- 
verted lifestyles ... originally spawned the 
AIDS epidemic.” 

The letter promises that with enough 
generous contributions, he will go “nation- 
wide, on prime-time TV” to expose this foul 
conspiracy. 

Falwell says gay people are “sexual ter- 
rorists: who donate blood three times more 
often than the general public because “they 
know they are going to die—and they are 
going to take as many people with them as 
they can.” 


Leading the ultra-right wing response of 
the Reagan administration is Secretary of 
Education William Bennett, an ideologue 
with no medical or scientific credentials. He 
as characterized the Surgeon General’s 
“safer sex” guidelines as “condomania” and 
“a species of self-delusion.” Bennett’s ver- 
sion of AIDS education, which would be car- 
ried out by parents not schools calls for 
“abstinence” and encouraging “young 
people, especially young women, to be 
modest.” Bennett is a supporter of mandatory 
= | HIV-antibody testing. 

The government already demands routine 
HIV-antibody testing of all members of the 
military, the foreign service and the Job 
Corps. Bennett’s new proposed mandatory 
testing schemes would go even further, im- 
posing mandatory testing on people entering 
hospitals, prisoners, couples applying for 
marriage licenses, approximately 4 million 
aliens seeking amnesty, and anyone entering 
the US. Bennett has declared that confiden- 
tiality should be ignored. 

Some observers see Falwall’s tirade, along 
with Phyllis Schlafly’s latest AIDS- as-gay- 
plague campaign, as part of a carefully cal- 
culated administration effort to make 
Bennett’s proposals sound reasonable and ra- 
tional by comparison. 
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ATLANTA SLAYING 
PROVOKES MASS ANGER 
AGAINST POLICE 


a a ee RTE] 

A new wave of protests over the shooting 
of a Black Vietnam veteran by two white 
police officers is shaking Atlanta. The Sep- 
tember, 1987 murder of Eddie Lee Callahan 
took place in front of hundreds of shocked 
witnesses, and has already aroused a politi- 
cal furor. Three days of protests won the 
suspension without pay of the two cops, but 
the city reversed itself and reinstated the two 
killers to desk jobs after the police threatened 
a strike. 

The cops were cleared to return to desk 
jobs by Public Safety Commissioner George 
Napper, an act seen asa aapi in the face to the 

communi z rii arl f e 


residents of Caer Homes: The Rousin g 
project where the shooting took place. 

At a mid-September rally attended by 
more than 250 people, City Councilman 
Hosea Williams revealed that these same two 
cops killed a man last spring, have previous 
official brutality complaints against them 
and are named in a pending lawsuit. 

The killing happened September 10 in 
Carver Homes, one of Atlanta’s public hous- 
ing projects. The estimated 400 witnesses are 
virtually unanimous in their description of 
what took place. 

The two plainclothes officers, M.L. Long 
and R.A. Watson, were serving warrants in 
the projects. They saw a man (Callahan) and 
woman arguing ma watched the man drive 
off. 

Claiming they had information that the car 
was stolen—it belonged to Callahan’s step- 
father—they gave chase. Witnesses say the 
two cars raced through the narrow winding 
streets of the project until Eddie Lee Cal- 
lahan lost control and crashed 

When Callahan got out of his car he was 
tackled by Waston in front of a growing 
crowd of residents. Callahan immediately 
surrendered. Dozens of people have quoted 
him as saying, “You got me, I give up.” Wat- 
son drew his gun and began beating Callahan 
with it. 

Callahan turned or was rolled over face 
down and as Watson was handcuffing him, 
Long ran up and emptied his gun into 
Callahan’s back. The county medical ex- 
aminer reports that Callahan suffered five 
contact wounds in the back and one wound 
in the side, fired from a short distance. 

Callahan died instantly from the six 
wounds inflicted by the expanding dum-dum 
bullets. These bullets, which are outlawed in 
many Cities as inhumane, were recently per- 
mitted by the city after a long campaign by 
police. 

Speakers at a recent demonstration 
described the Black community as a war 
zone. The streets are lined with junk cars and 


5 bumed out or abandoned buildings. Most of 
S the residents are women or children. Un- 
employment is over 50%. State Representa- 
© tive Grace Davis said, “It might as well be 


© South Africa.” Others at the rally compared 
Carver Homes to a Bantustan. 
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Demonstrators in Peekskill, New York. 
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IN THE WAKE OF HOWARD BEACH 


KKK in New York kCity 


There is Ku Klux Klan organizing going 
on in Astoria, Queens, New York. Klansman 
Hank Schmidt first came to light in June, 
1987 when Klan fliers were found on car 
windshields in the neighborhood. The media 
gave him wide coverage over the summer, 
describing him as an Austrian immigrant 
who is still sympathetic to Hitler. 

Over the summer and fall the community 
responded against Schmidt, forming a group 
called Astoria Concerned Neighbors (ACN), 
to educate people to oppose the Klan. ACN 
held several public meetings and organized a 
Freedom School in December. They are com- 
mitted to opposing any Klan demonstration 
in their community and making Astoria a 
neighborhood where the Klan knows it’s not 
welcome. 

Astoria is just across the East River from 
Manhattan. It is a very mixed neighborhood, 
where Greek and Eastern European people 
predominate. It is both working class and 
middle-class, with old-time residents and 
younger gentrifiers. There is a small Black 
and Latino population and a 1930s genera- 
tion progressive community. 

Over the summer, the Jewish Defense 
League came to Astoria and started harassing 
Schmidt. They held a demonstration in front 
of his house, thereby forcing him to move a 
block away. Concerned Neighbors reacted 
very coolly to the presence of the notorious- 
ly racist JDL. They were not swayed that the 
enemy of their enemy is therefore a friend. 

Asa serious paramilitary organization, the 
Klan does not publicly organize where it 
does not already have a footing. In Astoria, 
pamphlets for Schmidt’s Klan faction have 
been circulated by several young men from 
a parochial school in the neighborhood. 
Schmidt stated in the fall that he expected to 
bold an induction of ocw bicz; York members 


y 
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NaziSkins Route 
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Hank Schmidt, KKK leader, New York 


soon. While he may just be boasting to the 
press, there is no doubt that racism is escalat- 
ing in New York City. The NYC Human 
Rights Commission reports a 50% rise in ra- 
cial attacks in the city since the Howard 
Beach attack a year ago. 

As violent racist incidents increase month- 
ly in NYC, white supremacists are making 
more frequent public appearances in the city. 
Hank Schmidt said he had conferred with 
several national white supremacists for assis- 
tance in his Queens organizing. In addition 
to Connecticut’s James Farrands, who heads 
the Invisible Empire Knights of the KKK, 
Schmidt spoke to White American Patriots 
Association leader Tom Metzger of Califor- 
nia. 

continued; onpage 13 
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in Los Angeles 


In a scene reminiscent of 60s civil rights protests in the South, Glendale, CA police called 
out attack dogs and a water cannon to disperse several hundred anti-Klan activists who had 
gathered to protest a speech by Georgia-based white racist J. B. Stoner on November 22, 
1987. Stoner, imprisoned 1 in 1980 for bombing a Black Birmingham church in 1958, was 
released earlier this year, in time to lead the KKK attack on Martin Luther King Day Brother- 
hood marchers in all-white Forsythe County, GA. Police cordoned off the streets, and closed 
anearby freeway, sealing off the area and preventing many additional protesters from reach- 
ing the Holiday Inn which was the scene of the demonstration. As a helicopter cricled over- 
head, the anti- Klan marchers = betore the water c cannon wont te u 'against hon 


Nazi Skinheads are confronted by anti-Klan demonstrators in Glendale, CA. 


Citing an alarming increase in racist violence in L.A.’s San Fernando Valley suburbs, the 
protesters marched around the Glendale Library, scene of the scheduled “white nationalist 
rally,” to the Holiday Inn, chanting “Racist terror, we say no! J.B. Stoner’s got to go!” and 
leafletting pedestrians in the city’s central shopping district. They then regrouped at the near- 
by Holiday Inn, where police declared it an unlawful assembly after a scuffle broke out be- 
tween angry protesters and several neo-Nazi skinheads who had come to hear Stoner speak. 
Only about 20 people attended the racist’s talk. 

Protesters were outraged by the theme of Stoner’s speech: “AIDS, god’s blessing to the 
white race.” Stoner calls AIDS a plague which god has visited on his “jew, negroid and 





sodomite enemies in answer to Aryans’ prayers.” 


San Francisco: Black 
Firefighters Fight Racism 


Black firefighers are demanding a full in- 
vestigation to find out who reopened racial 
wounds by putting a Nazi swastika in a sta- 
tion house near the desk of two Third World 
firefighters. 

Fire Commission President Henry Ber- 
man offered $5,000 of his own money as a 
reward and said he would recommend that 
the person who placed the swastika be 
“severed immediately.” 

Fire Inspectors Walter Batiste and David 
Sun, who returned to work at the Sansome 
Street Station to find the 18-inch swastika 
near their desks, said racial tension had made 
them fear-for their lives. 

“To me that’s the symbol of death,” said 
Batiste, 37, pointing to the black-on-white 
swastika during a press conference. “I look 
at it and I wonder how far the people who put 
it there are willing to go. I fear for my life.” 

When he told a superior officer of the 
swastika, the often-decorated 18-year 
veteran said he was told: “Oh, that wasn’t 
meant for you, It was probably meant for 
Samuels.” Samuels is a Jewish fire inspector 
who shares office space with Sun and Batiste. 

Sun, 37, said he felt the swastika was 


retaliation for his decision to leave the 1,200- 
member International Firefighter’s Union 
Local 798, which is almost exclusively 
white, and join the minority Black 
Firefighter’s Association. 


Racism, including racial violence, has 
plagued the San Francisco Fire Department 
for a decade. Fire officials are investigating 
a November, 1987 incident in which two in- 
toxicated firefighters confronted an assistant 
chief over the recent graduation of Third 
World and women rookies. In another inci- 
dent last summer, the union newspaper of 
Local 798 ran a picture of 23 firemen 
decorated for meritorious achievements. The 
picture was retouched to remoye a Black 
Firefighter honored for the rescue of several 

ple. 

In 1986, five firemen were found guilty of 
charges stemming from an interracial brawl 
at the same station house. A captain 
suspended for not reporting the incident was 
later promoted to battalion chief. The 1600- 
person department has about 90 Blacks, 90 
Latinos, 40 Asians and 8 women. Of the 350 
officers, four are Black. 





Firefighter, Walter Batiste, at press conference. 


Forsythe, Georgia: 
One year later 


Last year on Dr. Martin Luther King’s 


birthday, people across the country and 


around the world saw members and sup- 
porters of the KKK throw rocks and bottles 
at a group of 75 people marching in honor of 
Dr. King’s birthday in Cummings, (Forsyth 
County) Georgia. Two weeks later, 20,000 
people regrouped in the town to protest 1987- 
style segregation and Klan terror. That 
demonstration confronted upwards of 2,300 
racists. 

Since then most of us have heard nothing 
of Forsyth County. No KKK! spoke with 
es te 36, a Black trade unionist, 


2,300 racists rally against Black human rights. 


active at the Mead Packaging plant in Atlan- 
ta (32 miles from Cummings). Washington 
got involved with the struggles in Cummings 
when he was taunted by Klansmen who live 
in Forsyth County, work at Mead and recog- 
nized him. “You can come to some union ac- 
tivities, but not in Forsyth,” they said. 

In the past year the Klan has continued to 
expand its presence in Forsyth County and 
the surrounding area. Ed Stevens, a Georgia 
Klan honcho, moved to Forsyth to run for 
sheriff. Other leaders of right-wing groups 


continued on page 13 
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KKK Cross-Burners On Trial 


by Michael Novick 


Tom Metzger, head of the White Aryan 
Resistance, went on trial in Los Angeles Su- 
perior Court in November along with a group 
of southern California racists associated with 
the Klan, Nazis and Aryan Nations. The 
felony charges stem from a December 1983 
rally at which representatives of the three 
racist groups cemented their unity by burn- 
ing three crosses in a racially mixed LA 
neighborhood. 

Many of the original defendantsin the case 
became fugitives and were eventually cap- 
tured and convicted as members ofthe Order, 
the racist underground military group. In 
retrospect, it became clear that the LA cross- 
burnings established the southern California 
anchor of the conspiracy that erupted in a 
wave of killings and hold-ups. Defendants in 
the LA case included: 

Richard Butler, head of the Idaho-based 
Aryan Nations, now charged with sedition in 
a new federal trial; 

David Tate, convicted of murdering a state 
trooper; Tate’s parents took over the Aryan 
Nations compound when Butler was arrested 
by the feds; 

LA Grand dragon Frank Silva, Randy 
Evans and Tom Bently of the Aryan Nations, 
who were captured in a raid of the Covenant 
Sword and Arm of the Lord campground in 
Missouri; 

Stan Witek, local Nazi Chieftain, who has 
been convicted of assaulting an officer in a 
fracas that broke out during lengthy pre-trial 
proceedings on the cross-burning case. 

Local authorities, however, never treated 
the case with the seriousness it deserved, al- 
lowing the racists to build their conspiracy 
and a climate of racist violence in Southern 
California. The D.A. at the time of the arrests, 
a crony and appointee of right-wing Gover- 
nor Deukmejian, refused to press charges. 


The city attorney resurrected them as mis- . 


demeanors, but a municipal court judge 
anew the case out, citing faulty police arrest 
E 2 


p ily, bis decision was j- VET 
and the case has been slowly moving 
a trial in Te interim, ja another dekendant 
Tom Miner, has also become a fugitive. 

As a delaying tactic, Metzger and his fel- 
low racists moved to have the charges 
prosecuted as felonies. This meant the case 
continues under Ira Reiner, a city attorney 
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-into the aACist-o 





KKK cross-burning 


when the charges were filed, but now District 
Attorney. Metzger has made Reiner a target 
ofanti-Jewish vitriol, accusing him of politi- 
cally motivated selective prosecution. 
Moving to Superior court allowed 
Metzger’s attorney to file lengthy discovery 
motions and required a preliminary hearing 
in which the prosecution presented the out- 
lines of its case. Extensive footage was 
presented of the LA cross- burning and of 
others which Metzger and his cohorts had 
held, most of which led to violent confronta- 
tions. Peter Lake, a journalist who fad in- 
filtrated the Aryan Nations through the LA 
Klan, testified, along with the neo-Nazi who 
brought him in, Mike Canale. Canale, who 
was present at the cross-burning and at 


` several prior confrontations with anti-Klan 


demonstrations, joined the right-’ wing 
Jewish Defense League while in prison for 
burning downa Saaz OSC. te poovebt lac 







“KCBS News, and the two nave testified in i 
numerous trials and grand jury ness 
about the Order. Canale fingered. various of 
the LA defendants in meetings and actions 
leading up to the cross-burning. 

An ex-police reservist from San Diego 
who had infiltrated Metzger’s klan in the 


Right-Wingers Bomb 
Abortion Clinic 


By Michael Novick 


In the aftermath of a foiled bombing at- 
tempt, fundamentalist minister Dorman 


Owens, his associate pastor and five fol- 


lowers were arrested by federal authorities in 
San Diego on November 5 and charged with 
conspiring to bomb the Family Planning As- 
sociated Medical group last summer. Owens, 
who has a history of arrests for harassing 
birth control clinics, was also charged with 
witness tampering because of his attempts to 
get the captured bomber, Eric Svelmoe, to 
withhold his testimony about the other con- 
spirators. 

It appears that Svelmoe, a member of 
Owens’ church who was arrested when he 
planted a bomb at the clinic while it was 
under protective police surveillance, has 
agreed to cooperate with police. Presumably 
based on his testimony, the US Attorney has 
filed a complaint detailing the purchase of 
chemicals and gunpowder to build the bomb, 
and a series of meetings to plan the bombing, 
one held at the Bible Missionary Fellowship 
Church and another at Owens’ home. 

Authorities allege that Owens and the 
others, including Randall and Cheryl Sul- 
lenger, two outspoken leaders of the public 
anti-abortion movement in San Diego, also 
conspired to bomb the feminist Womancare 
Clinic and the offices of Planned Parenthood. 
The Birth Control Institute, a clinic which 
Owens and his followers had been enjoined 
from harassing, was firebombed twice in 
1984 and °85. Although the director of the In- 
stitute received death threats, and its lawyer’s 
files were stolen ina break-in, no arrests were 


ever made. 

Svelmoe, who had a history of arrests for 
anti-choice and anti-gay harassment was 
caught in the act by San Diego police in the 
early morning hours of July 27. He was ar- 
rested by the Criminal Intelligence Unit on a 
3:00 am stakeout at the Alvarado Family 
Planning Associates Clinic. 

Disguised in a woman’s wig and black- 
face, Svelmoe drove a pickup with its lights 
out onto the grounds, and planted a pipe- 
bomb attached to a two gallon gasoline drum 
under the clinic stairs. ` 

He was followed to his home, where he 
was arrested; a 357 magnumand ammunition 
were seized from the truck. 

The 29-year-old aviation mechanic was 
arraigned on federal charges of possession of 
an explosive device and interstate transpor- 
tation of explosives. Police and investigators 
from the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco-and 
Firearms (BATF) refused to say how they 
learned of the planned bombing. According 
to Debra Flemming of Womancare, a 
feminist health facility which received a 
bomb threat the same night that Svelmoe was 
arrested, Mrs. Sullenger was suing her clinic 
for false arrest for violating an injunction 
against Missionary Bible Church members, 
claiming she was not a member of Owens’ 
church, and not subject to the injunction. 
“We know there is a political conspiracy to 
shut down abortion clinics that goes right up 
to Reagan,” Flemming said. “We demand 
that the BATF determine and uncover the ex- 


continued on page 14 
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early 80s also testified about the group’s 
propensity to violence. At a cross burning in 
Fontana, he reported, the participants made 
plans “to bash in the head” of a Black city 
councilman. Prosecutors also submitted the 
Klan’s arrest manual into evidence. This in- 
structed Klansmen in how to isolate and at- 
tack Black people at 
counter-demonstrations, by sucking them 
into situation in which they would be isolated 
and appear at fault: for the violence. 
Klansmen were told to expect they could at- 
tack Black people in this way with impunity 
because the victim’s supporters would be dis- 
counted by police and the media as biased, 
since they came to demonstrate against the 
Klan. 

Responding to the racists’ charge that the 


by Michael Novick 


Michael Casey Martin, the 18 year old 
head of a gang of some 50 neo-Nazi skin- 
heads in the west San Fernando Valley called 
the “Reich Skins,” was arrested by LA police 
in araid on his home in suburban Chatsworth 
on Oct. 23. The high school dropout was held 
on $100,000 bond on felony charges of 
making terrorist threats and criminal syn- 
dicalism. Police also consfiscated two guns 
and ammunition, along with neo-Nazi, KKK 
and White Aryan Resistance (WAR) 
propaganda. Six other juvenile members of 
the Reich Skins have been arrested on 
weapons, battery and vandalism charges, and 
one is a fugitive for his involvement in a 
racist break-in. 

Witnesses have identified Martin as carry- 
ing an automatic weapon at the scene of the 
crimes. Police declined to give specifics 
before trial, to protect reluctant and fearful 
victims, but reported that “these are crimes 
perpetrated against ethnic or religious 
groups, including, “vandalism, painting 
swastikas, posting anti-semitic and white 
power stickers” in the Chatsworth and 
Northridge area. Martin also faces attempted 
burglary charges from an incident in which 
he and another skinhead kicked in the door 
of a Latino home in Granada Hills, shouting 
“white power” and racial slurs, and brandish- 
ing a hand-gun. 

According to the DA’s office, Martin has 
recruited most of his members from 
Chatsworth, Granada Hills and Kennedy 
High Schools. Skinheads have proven a fer- 
tile field for neo-Nazi organizing, but this has 
also provoked a split among focal skins. 
Several groups, including the Two Tone 
Skins and the West Coast Front Gang, have 
denounced Martin and his group. Preaching 
racial harmony, they include Black and 
Latino members in their ranks. The arrests 
and disclosures of organized white 
supremacist activity have provoked a lot of 
media attention in L.A., although it general- 
ly dismisses the skins and so- called “white 
power rock” as an aberration. 

In his newspaper and on his TV show, 


trial was a selective political prosecution, the 
DA made the interesting admission that 
“these people have been treated with kid 
gloves ever since they have been known to 
us. No one has ever filed against them in this 
county for anything” before this case. 

This case has hardly put a crimp into the 
racists activities. Of the original 15 defen- 
dants, only five remain on trial. In April, on 
Hitler’s birthday, Metzger had an airplane fly 
a banner reading “Happy Birthday, Uncle 
Adolph” over a San Fernando Valley res- 
taurant where he had gathered the year before 
with a group of 75 neo-Nazis armed with 
knives and mace. Metzger’s TV show, Race 
and Reason, which is produced at Group W 
in nearby Fullerton, airs bi-monthly in LA as 
well as on several cable systems in Orange 
County. WAR has a local chapter in the San 
Femando Valley and maintains “hate lines” 
in LA, Orange County and San Bernardino. 
A group of skinheads associated with 
Metzger’s Aryan Youth Movement were 
recently arrested for carrying out a string of 
racist attacks in the San Fernando Valley (see 
related story). 

WAR has been developing a more aggres- 
sive public presence in LA. They 
demonstrated at the offices of State Senator 
Ed Davis in Northridge to protest AB 63, 
which would make racist harrassment a 
felony. Stan Witek, a long-time Metzger as- 
sociate, was one of a group of racist sup- 
porters of the so-called Pace Amendment 
who sparked violence at a public hearing in 
Glendale on the proposal to deport all “non- 
Aryans” from the US. Witek grabbed and 
ripped up an anti-klan banner at the Glendale 
Human Relations Committee hearing, 
provoking a scuffle in which one Klansman 
got his nose bloodied and police arrested an 
anti-Klan demonstrator. Local anti-racists 
are hoping to mobilize a presence at the 
cross-burning trial as it proceeds, to counter 
these developments. 










Race and Reason, Metzger is promoting a 
racist rock group called Radio Werewolf, 
named for the Nazis’ last radio broadcast. 
WAR’s local telephone hate-line in Canoga 
Park, commenting on the arrests, made it 
clear that the racist skins were part of its 
nexus. A youthful voice (the local line has not 
been using Metzger’s tapes) says, “When 
white people try to carve out our turf and do 
a little bullshit, they’re on us like flies on shit. 
Why don’t they get on the n---rs and the sp- 
-s? It’s the ZOG (“Zionist Occupation 
Government”) and the Jews ... What are you 
going to do when they’re in your neighbor- 
hood?” 

Police attribute a six-month reign of racist 
and anti-semitic terror to Martin and his 
cohorts. They posted swastikas on every 
lamppost along a three-block stretch in 
Chatsworth. They painted swastikas at 
Grenada Hill High School and distributed 
white supremacist literature. A Tarzana Park 
sign was painted with the slogan “Welcome 
to the New Reich.” They are affiliated with 
Skinheads of America, a national association 
of racist skins, whose slogan is “Shaved for 
battle.” 








Nazi Skinheads 
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Special Feature: Racism on Campus 





The story 


e A group called Aryan Collegians at 
the University of Texas declared 
responsibity for burning down an anti- 
apartheid shanty and vowed to rid the 
campus of “outspoken minorities.” 


e A buming paper cross was left in the 
room of a Black student at the Citadel 
Military College in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 


e. A post-World Series scuffle between 
Red Sox and Mets fans at the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst 
turned into a race riot when 15 white 
students went on a rampage, sending 
eight Black students to the hospital. 


e A Black student was chased out of 
Memorial Stadium during a recent 
football game to the taunts of “n----r. 
In September 1987 a Black student 
returned to her residence hall room to 
find “KKK” written above her bed. 

Reports of racist acts are increasing in the 





North and the South, in private and public 
universities, small rural schools and sophis- 
ticated Ivy League colleges. 
Racists Fight 
Black Activism 


Through most of the 1980s the media icon 
for “college student” has been one of a well- 
dressed MBA, cheerful, optimistic, out for 
Number One. Until recently the media 
depicted old college radicals as burnouts, 
converts to capitalism, or quaint kooks hope- 
lessly out of fashion. In the 1970s white ac- 
tivism on campus was subdued—virtually 
absent in anti-racist causes. 

But in the last couple of years revolution 
in Central America and resistance to apart- 
heid in South Africa fueled the rise of the 
anti-apartheid and anti-intervention move- 
ments, rocking the Plaza at Berkeley and the 
Green at Dartmouth. Thousands of whites 
joined Black students as they marched, sat in 
and recreated Soweto’s shanty towns on 
manicured university lawns. Students are 
fighting US intervention in Central America, 
building support for Nicaragua and shutting 
down CIA recruitment on campus. 

Civil disobedience and mass arrests at- 
tracted the media. Major universities were 
embarrassed by their tacit support for white 
South Africa. Students gained new leverage 
for old and growing grievances. Resistance 
to university complicity in the racist South 
African system led the campus activists to 





behind the headlines 


Columbia students cailing for decisive action by school administrators in the wake of 


racially-motivated violence on campus. 


focus on racism in the US is leading to 
demands for increased Third World admis- 
sions and faculty, and anti-racist curriculum. 
One of the 13 demands raised by the Con- 
cerned Black Students at Columbia typified 
the problem: “Increase the Black faculty by 
at least fifty percent. This would mean hiring 
3 Black faculty members.” 

Similar demands are being raised at UC 
Berkeley. There the African Students As- 
sociation and African Students UC are seek- 
ing an increase in Black faculty (currently 
about 2%), programs to increase rates of 
graduation for Black students (now about 
25%), and an ethnic studies course require- 
ment for all UC Berkeley students. 

Michael Berry, ASUC external affairs vice 
president, warned that the recent rash of 
racist incidents on the Berkeley campus 
should not be taken lightly. “When racism 
becomes more overt, that means people are 
becoming more comfortable with it,” said 
Berry. : : 

Right-wingers 
Destroy Shanties 

A number of the most vicious racist inci- 

dents took place at schools with active anti- 





apartheid movements. 

Best known was the January 1986, night- 
time attack that destroyed anti-apartheid 
shanties at Dartmouth, built in November by 
students from the Dartmouth Community for 
Divestment, to protest the college’s $63 mil- 
lion investment in companies that do busi- 
ness in South Africa. On the morning of 
January 21st at 3:00 a.m. twelve students 
rode onto the green in a rented truck and 
destroyed the shanties with sledgehammers. 

Ten of the 12 were affiliated with the stu- 
dent group that publishes The Dartmouth 
Review, a right-wing weekly funded by con- 
servative alumni. The six- year-old Review 
often publishes articles attacking Black, 
women and gay students. It had argued that 
increasing the number of Jewish students 
would devalue the Dartmouth degree. In a 
notorious 1982 article titled “Dis Sho’ Ain’t 
No Jive Bro,” it had attacked attempts to 
admit more Blacks. The Review’s reaction to 
the attack on the shanty-town was summed 
up in its headline: “Two Months Too Late.” 

Said Dartmouth divestment activist Erik 
Ness, “Few students understand that to be 
black on this campus means either subor- 
dinating cultural differences or accepting a 
segregated social life. To be gay means never 
going a day without crude catcalls from boys 
masquerading as men. To be a woman means 
being called a crack or a grimbo.” 

Ness continued: “Deborah Stone, editor of 
The Dartmouth Review, has said of the shan- 
tytown incidents, “You can’t be influenced 
by the spoiled-brat mentality that minorities 
have on campus these days.” Are you a 
spoiled black because you are still fighting 
for the same rights that your grandparents 
fought for?” 

There were similar incidents at Johns Hop- 
kins University in Baltimore, where unin- 
habited shanties were firebombed in 1985 
and 1986, and at the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor where shanties were knocked 
down repeatedly and burned in February, 
1987. At Penn State the Black-led anti-apart- 
heid movement was successful in pressuring 























the trustees to move from “selective divest- 
ment’ to “immediate and full divestment.” 
But the movement also faced an organized 
right-wing response. Posters picturing a 
coiled white snake and the slogan “Don’t 
tread on me, blackie” have appeared on 
billboards and outside the offices of Black 
administrators, and a campus activist 
received a phone call threatening, “The white 
snake is watching you.” 

At Columbia University Black students 
have led a significant campaign against 
apartheid and US racist violence (see box). 


Institutional Racism: Used 
to be bad, now it’s worse 

University Boards and administrations are 
bastions of conservatism and institutional- 
ized racism. Conservatives stalk the oval of- 
fice, IBM’s top floor, and Purdue’s and UT’s 
boardrooms. 

Columbia University, for example, has an 
estimated $1.5 billion endowment. Last year 
it sold its land holdings in Rockefeller Center 
for $400 million. Its Board of Trustees boasts 
some of the most prominent names is New 


Doctorates awarded 
to Black students 


1,265 awarded to 
~Blacks 





Seo Ph.Ds awarded 


continued on page 6 
| 





6 AO ase UA! = 


Schools 


from page 5 

York City’s Permanent Government: New 
York Times publisher Arthur Sulzberger, 
Rolls Royce chairman Samuel Higginbot- 
tom, developer Jerry Speyer and Macy’s 
vice-president G.G. Michelson. Columbia, 
says urban geography professor Neil Smith, 
isn’t really a university at all, it’s “a multi-na- 
tional financial corporation.” 

“For 200 years, Dartmouth,” in the words 
of protest leader Erik Ness, “was a school for 
white Christian men. Dartmouth’s vision of 
mainstream society is still a vision of frater- 


“nities, freshmen trips, senior societies and 


corporate conservatism. From the outset you 
are presented with an overwhelming package 
that is labeled the Dartmouth experience. If 
you choose not to buy into this.system, you 
are essentially on your own.” 

But the universities prefer to present them- 
selves as liberal institutions, said a Columbia 
student: “Columbia will be the first to take 
credit for any progressive Black person that 
passes through here, even if they never did 
anything for them. They never helped Paul 
Robeson when he was blacklisted, but now 
they have the Paul Robeson awards dinner. 
They have investments in South Africa, but 
they like to mention that one of the founders 
of the ANC is a Columbia son. This is the 
hypocrisy they perpetuate.” 

Backed by the government, universities 
are rapidly reversing the victories Black 
people won in the 60s and ensuring that it will 
be harder than ever for Black people to get a 


‘college education. 


But, Black activists and educators agree 
that education is the bedrock on which 
freedom struggles are built. That’s one 
reason Black people have fought for full ac- 
cess to higher education for as long as they 
have fought for freedom and equality. In the 
past 30 years, the landmark victories have in- 
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cluded the 1954 Supreme Court Decision en- 
ding segregation in public schools and the 
widespread struggles for affirmative action 
and open admissions of the 60s. 


Looking at the Record 

Between 1977 and 1984 the number of 
Black students who finished high school in- 
creased by 26%. But the rate at which they 
moved on to higher education declined from 
50% in 1977 to 42% in 1985. Thomas G. 
Mortenson, senior research associate with 
the American College Testing programs, 
calls that “the access gap”—and says it’s 
wider now than at any time in the 26 years 
the government has collected data. 

Experts now say that between 1980 and 
1985 the number of Black people in under- 
graduate programs dropped 20%. Graduate 
and professional school enrollment 
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decreased by 11.9% in that period--largely 
because of cuts in financial aid. 

As the 1980s began, the total of Black un- 
dergraduates leveled off at about 11% of all 
college students, and now, for the first time 
in two decades, it’s dropping. In the 1984-85 
school year (the last for which national num- 
bers are available) Black enrollment 
declined to 8.8% of the undergraduate 
population. This means that the proportion of 
Black people in college decreased 20 per- 
cent. In 1983-84 the Latino student popula- 
tion was 4.3% of the total and Asians 
represented 3.1%. 


Says graduate student Anthony Hender- 
son, one of the protest leaders at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan: “If you can organize and 
recruit a 95% black basketball and football 
team, but can’t recruit a 10% minority enroll- 


ment, there's something wrong.” The univer- 
sity is only 40 miles from Detroit, a 65% 
Black city. Sharita Chord, an English student, 
stated at an open hearing “Out of 34,000 stu- 
dents, there are just 1,617 Black (that’s 
5.3%), 54 Native, 400-500 Latino, and 400- 
500 Asian students.” 

The Reagan administration not only rolled 
back gains made by Black people, butrefuses 
to enforce victories won years ago. Penn 
State University and 18 other state schools 
have been under federal court order since the 
early 1970s to integrate their public colleges 
and universities. Little progress has been 
made. 

The federal push to replace grants with 
loans as a form of financial aid hits Black stu- 
dents hardest. Black families have a lower 
net worth (less property, less credit, fewer 
bank accounts, investments) than white 
families with the same income, making it 
harder for Black families to get loans and dis- 
couraging minority students from attending 
college. These cut-backs are also affecting 
white students. White students are compet- 
ing with more Black students for fewer loans 
offering less financial aid. 


The few Black-run institiitions have suf- 
fered from Reagan-style justice. These are 
the places where the state has chosen to “‘en- 
force” laws requiring racial quotas in order 
to receive Federal funds! 

In a recent survey of Black students at 16 
predominantly white colleges, 4 out of 5 
Blacks reported experiencing some form of 
racial discrimination, and the rate of such in- 
cidents was as high at schools in the Midwest 
and on the coasts as it was in the South. 
“There is a consistent pattern of students 
feeling alienated and unwelcome,” said Dr. 
Walter Allen, a sociologist at University of 
Michigan and the author of the study. “The 
experiences range from unkind words to 
physical assaults.” 2 

continued on page 11 











East Texas: 


Police Murder Enrages 
Black Community 


Early Christmas night Loyal Garner Jr., a 
Black man, said goodbye to his wife and six 
children in Florien, La. hopped in his pickup 
truck with two friends and headed out to 
retrieve a friend’s car just across the border 
in Texas. 

Two days later he was dead, his swollen, 
bloodied features almost unrecognizable 
after a night in the Sabine County Jail in 
Hemphill, Texas, a town of about 1,500 
people. 

Gamer was stopped by local police not 
long after entering Texas and charged with 
driving while intoxicated. The police said he 
refused to take a breath test and was taken to 
the county jail. 

On January 4, three cops were charged 
with depriving Garner of his civil rights by 
beating him to death. Garner was Black. The 


three cops, like the rest of the Hemphill and 
county police officers, are white. 


Death Shakes Two Towns 

The death of Garner has shaken the towns 
of Hemphill and nearby Florien and 
presented an unsettling glimpse of life and 
justice in the isolated backwoods of East 
Texas. 

“J think Junior Garner was one of the finest 
men I ever met in my life, white or black,” 


said Stan Self, who is white and was a friend > 


of Garner’s in Florien. 

Those indicted were Police Chief Thomas 
Ladner of Hemphill and two sheriff’s 
deputies, Bo Hyden and Bill Horton of 
Sabine County. The three cops surrendered 
at the jail and were released on $25,000 bond 
each. 





Thomas Ladner, Bo Hyden and Bill Horton, Garner's killers. 


Police Murder and Cover-Up 





How the murder ofan 


oa PEO Police 


: ~= helped expose the Office 


of Citizen Complaints 
and its cover-up 
operations. 





Ta intentional killing an an unarmed 
Black man by San Francisco cops —unwit- 
tingly tape recorded over an open radio 
mike—has sparked an exploding controver- 
sy over the police department and its 
“watchdog” agency, the Office of Citizen 
Complaints (OCC). Ironically the killing has 
helped show how the OCC, originally set up 
to independently investigate citizen reports 
of “police misconduct,” is acting to cover up 


mounting police violence while posing as an 


impartial public agency. 

This is the charge levelled by Black ac- 
tivists, the family of slain Larry Lumpkin, the 
American Civil Liberties Union, and the San 
Francisco Bar Association. All have brought 
to light reports of OCC misconduct, racism, 


_ destruction of evidence, foot-dragging and 


lack of due process which have protected 
cops found guilty of brutality and stymied 
their victims’ efforts to gain justice or vin- 
dication. 

Public outrage has recently forced the 
resignation of agency director Frank 
Schober, who according to a 38-page SF Bar 
Association investigation report, once 
remarked “It is the nature of Blacks to lie.” 

Evidence of dishonesty, pro-police bias, 
and a cover-up stemming from its acquittal 
of the two cops who killed Larry Lumpkin, 
have brought on related investigations by the 
FBI, the Bar Association, the State Attorney 
General’s Office, the SF City Attorney, the 
Board of Supervisors and the ACLU. 
Lumpkin’s family filled a $10 million federal 
wrongful death suit against the SF police 
Department. The Black United Front and 
other activists, recognizing the cozy relation- 
ship between government and law enforce- 
ment, has called in vain, for appointment of 
an independent special prosecutor. 


The Murder 
Undercover police shot Lumpkin to death 


on May 20, 1986 in the Oceanview district, 
a mostly Black neighborhood. Reliable 











Larry Lumpkin, murdered by San Francisco 
police. 


eyewitnesses said the two white men sur- 
rounded a car Lumpkin was driving, shouted 


_ “N-----, you’re dead,” and began shooting. 


Ironically, the first report was a passerby’s 
call to the emergency 911 line. 

“they trapped this Black guy in the car. 
He was trying to get out of the parking lot and 
they shot him from both sides,” the caller told 
police operators. 

“They trapped this Black guy in the car. He 
was trying to get out of the parking lot and 
they shot him from both sides,” the caller told 
police operators. 

The first police account of the shooting 
said the cops fired in self-defense when 
Lumpkin, allegedly in a stolen car, tried to 
run them over. 

Lumpkin, still wearing his seatbelt, died of 
a gunshot wound in the back of his head. The 
car’s window was spider-webbed with bullet 
holes. 

Both an internal police review and the city 
attomey’s office cleared the officers, Brian 
Olcomendy and James Miller. Frustration 
and anger in the Black community led the 
Black United Front to gather 1,200 signa- 
tures on a petition demanding justice and 
criminal prosecution of the cops. Outraged 
Black people forced the Police Commission 
to direct the OCC to conduct a “public inves- 
tigation” of the killing. 

The Police Story 
Changes—A gain 

The first OCC report found the killing “not 
justified.” Like the intemal police report and 
the city’s report, it was not submitted to the 
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Loyal Garner Jr. 


Garner, a 34-year-old truck-driver, 
worked for the Sabine county government in 
Louisiana, had no police record. His two 
companions, Alton Maxie and his brother 
Johnnie, were also arrested and charged with 
public intoxication. Maxie said the men 
began demanding a phone call to their 
families more than half an hour after their ar- 
rests. 

Maxie said two police officers appeared 
and asked who was beating on the cells. 
When Garner said it was he, the cops entered 
the cell and began beating him. He was then 
dragged to a room down the hall where they 
could hear his moans as the beating con- 
tinued. 

Later, Maxie reported, Garner was 


commission. (On March 19, 1987, less than 
a year oe the murder, OCC Director Frank 
d 





Lumpkin’s family and the Black com- 
munity protested the investigation’s con- 
tinued secrecy and inaction, until in 
November, 1986 the OCC appointed 2 full- 
time investigators. Their report, submitted to 
the Police Commission 3 months later, on 
Jan. 29, 1987, justified the kiiling by citing a 
second police version of the incident that has 
not been attributed to the police before: the 
cops shot Lumpkin in the back of the head 
“to stop a fleeing felon,’ Schober sum- 
marized. (U.S. Courts have ruled against 
such use of deadly force unless the alleged 
felon poses imminent danger to others.) 

The 2nd OCC report was “neither ac- 
cepted nor rejected” by the Police Commis- 
sion on February 19, due to “questions of 
methodology,” and was sent back for further 
work. The report also ommitted any mention 
of police tape recordings—apparently made 
through a radio-microphone left on. Schober 
defended this exclusion, saying “inde- 
pendent voice experts” could not confirm 
whether it was indeed Lumpkin’s voice heard 
pleading for mercy—as though anyone else 
had been shot there that day! He also changed 
the story of who had conducted the first OCC 
probe. 

Atthe March Police Commission meeting, 
Black activists ignored the formal adjourn- 
ment and played the actual tape of both the 
cops and Lumpkin, for the packed hearing. A 
voice identified as Larry Lumpkin’s can be 
heard clearly, pleading “I’m cool, I’m cool,” 
as though to placate the cops. While the car 
radio can be heard very clearly, there is no 
sound of an engine running. Seconds later 
another voice barks “N----r, you’re dead” 
and the shooting begins. According to the 
Black United Front, there is a 23 second 
period of complete silence before a voice is 
heard calling for a police sergeant. 

At this hearing the revised report was 
resubmitted, but it drew the exact same con- 
clusions: that “allegations of unnecessary 
force and racial bias” made by Lumpkin’s 
family and other Black people “could not be 
sustained.” It was not known why this time 
the Police Commission voted 3-2 to “‘condi- 
tionally accept the report. 

Drucilla Raney, a member of the San Fran- 
cisco Bar Association (which lobbied for the 
creation of the OCC in 1982) stated in 





of the Police Papagna 5 


documented numerous vistons of Tie 


dumped back in the cell, his shirt soaked in 
blood and his face battered. Garner spent the 
night lying on the ground. When deputies 
were unable to rouse him in the morning, 
Garner was rushed to a local hospital and 


O 
9 
>x< 
wW 
= 
= 
iu 
zZ 


| MEXICO 


y Gulf of 
0 Miles 20¢° 


Mexico 





then to the Tyler Medical Center, where he 
died December 27. 

Since Garner’s death several people, both 
Black and white, have told of beatings by 
law-enforement officers in the jail. 

To many Blacks, the incident was a 
reminder that Hemphill is a deeply racist 
town. The area is roughly half Black, but 
there are no Black people on the police force, 
in the sheriff’s department or on the city 
council. There is one Black person on the 
school board, but even the stores in the heart 
of town have an all-white labor force. 

Said Lisa Bell, 18, a student at Tyler Junior 
College, “I’m not surprised by something 
like this happening. This is a racist town and 
everyone knows it.” 


February that it “has more the appearance 
and reality of being the public relations arm 
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process, contradictory statements issued, lost 
paperwork and destroyed evidence. As- 
tonishingly, the OCC director was heard by 
several witnesses to assert that “It is natural 
for Blacks to lie”-—in an office charged with 
responding to complaints from Third World 
people. 

After a statistical study, ACLU attorney 
John Crew told this reporter that figures 
show “the OCC has a demonstrated reluc- 
tance to pursue its mandated purpose” of in- 
vestigating citizen complaints. In 1986, he 
said, after excluding 250 complaints police 
labelled “off the wall,” the OCC dismissed 
87% of citizen complaints filed without tell- 
ing complainants they were entitled to an of- 
ficial hearing. Of the 1,267 complaints filed 
last year, officers were disciplined in just 8 
cases. The OCC reported 6 case files pertain- 
ing to officers deemed guilty of misconduct 
has been “misplaced” and never reached the 
Police Commission, so that those officers 
were never disciplined. The OCC later 
reported finding the files in, of all places, its 
filing cabinets. 

The Black United Front believes Ol- 
comendy and Miller, the two cops who mur- 
dered Larry Lumpkin, are guilty of “setting 
him up to die.” Shortly before the killing, 
they radioed in a “Code 33”—signifying “of- 
ficers in danger of their lives.” But they did 
not give a location that would have enabled 
other officers to be on the scene—despite 
repeated requests from dispatchers for more 
information. The BUF also expressed 
suspicion over the use of “deep cover” 
precautions in an operation allegedly aimed 
at tracking the dumping of stolen cars. The 
officers had no visible badges, ID, or 
removeable red roof lights, items required 
even in routine police undercover work. 

Recently police assaulted Lumpkin’s 
cousin, Harold Keith Lumpkin. According to 
a complaint filed with the OCC, police who 
didn’t identify themselves, “pushed, choked 
and kicked” him as he talked with friends 
after a softball game. “I’m a Lumpkin, my 
family ia already suing you,” he said. Officer 
Peter Busalacchi responded, “I’m going to 
kill you just:like we killed him.” 





’ Y hile the U.S. government maintains that there are no 
political prisoners in this country, Geronimo ji Jaga Pratt, a 
former leader of the Black Panther Party, is entering his 
eighteenth year of confinement in California’s prison system 
for a murder that he did not commit—a murder the 
U.S.government knows he did not commit. Geronimo has 
sought justice through every avenue available through the 
courts. In 1980 he was finally granted an evidentiary hearing 
to determine if a new trial would be granted. In 1984 the 
courts once again ruled against Geronimo. That decision is 
now on appeal before the 9th Circuit Federal Court. 

Geronimo’s story is that of a dedicated fighter for Black 
freedom who came of age during the 60s. Loved and 
respected by his people, he was identified by the police as a 
leader, continuously harassed and ultimately framed and sen- 
tenced to life in prison. Geronimo’s story is also that of an 
entire movement marked for destruction by the U.S. govern- 
ment as part of their infamous Counter-intelligence Rrogram 
(COINTELPRO) campaign. In the same period that the 
police, courts and FBI went after Geronimo, more than 30 
members of the Black Panther Party (BPP) were shot and 
killed by police. Hundreds more were jailed. Geronimo is an 
example of the triumph of the spirit over every attempt to 
break and destroy the love of freedom and commitment to 
struggle. 





N Tell us about the murder case for which you were 
convicted? 


GP: Back in the latter part of the 60’s the FBI initiated a 
program, COINTELPRO, that used the courts and the judi- 
cial system to justify certain lies and actions of the police in 
order to neutralize the Black Panther Party. One of the many 
attacks that was aimed at me utilized a murder that was com- 
mitted in Santa Monica in 1968. 

I was convicted by the testimony of a man named Julio 
Butler, who was secretly an FBI agent. We didn’t know this 





at the time. At the trial Butler was asked if he ever worked 
with the FBI or with any police. He got all rocks in his 
jaws—'T resent that statement. I never worked with ...” and 
all that. Then about six or seven years later we obtained the 
actual documents form the FBI showing that Butler was, in 
fact, an FBI informant. So this in itself should have reversed 
the trial. The case was based on a trick that was done by the 
government to make the victim look like the criminal and 
the criminal look like the victim. 


No KKK: The truth about Butler was exposed seven years 
ago. Why have the courts refused to grant you a new trial? 


GP: If I were released then the truth that shows my in- 
nocence of the murder would expose quite a few FBI agents 


and quite a few sons and some daughters of the estab- 
lishment. They stand to be criminally charged and possibly 
do some prison time themselves. So it’s me against them. A 
“nothing n----r” in their eyes as opposed to their upcoming 
agents whose hands are dripping with the blood of this mur- 
der. In addition, you have 17 years of reparations that I could 
possibly be eligible for. And that goes into quite a bit of 
money. 


No KKK: Before you joined the Black Panther Party you 
were a paratrooper in Vietnam. How did the war affect your 
political consciousness? 


GP: I’m from the South. I grew up in a segregated situation 
across the tracks in a nationalistic situation, where every- 
thing I knew was Black. My heart is there. I’m a long dedi- 
cated soldier for Black people. I hunted rabbits for a living, 
caught catfish. Before I went to Vietnam Emmet Till got 
killed. A brother was killed in the electric chair in Lousiana. 
Four little children were blown up in Birmingham. I’m right 
there in Lousiana growing up. I’m of age. I think I was more 
humble before Vietnam. I come back from Vietnam to con- 
tinue my growing up in this Black nation and I’m attacked 
for it. After that I became a more audacious type. 

Then there was Chicago—the police had pulled some 
brothers over and had them laying on the ground. One cop 
had his foot on top of this guy. And then there was a helicop- 
ter flying with a big light. I’m an old paratrooper and I had 
flashbacks when I saw that in Chicago because it was almost 
identical to a night in a place called Chi Rio or maybe Dai 
Lat. i 

A whole lot of people were killed. That was the first time 
I really saw the chopper light. At that period in Chicago the 
police called people detainees instead of prisoners because 
they weren’t arresting anybody. The same terminology and 
the same situation. I didn’t like that and wanted to strike out 
against that. And the brothers tried. So what did they do? 
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They don’t know what to do, and they wind up dead. They 
get in shoot-outs, they get shot with handcuffs on, and the 
police blow them all away. So here I am with this knowledge 
to teach them how to adequately defend themselves. This is 
my role, I’m going to do this, you see. This is one of the 
things that I consciously saw that I could help with, teaching 
them how to defend themselves, the basic things that a na- 
tion should know. 


No KKK: After you returned from Vietnam in 1968, you 
went to Los Angeles, where you enrolled in UCLA, and got 
to know members of the BPP in LA. You became a leader. 
Could you tell us more about your role in the Party, and 
what sort of programs you helped develop? 


_ sisting the Panthers and other organizations wi 








“Tcan't see myself being anything but a 





GP: So far as me being a leading member of the BPP, that 
was as a result of one of the most beautiful brothers I ever 
met in my life, Alprentice Bunchy Carter, who was assas- 
sinated at UCLA in 1969. He had left a tape recording re- 
questing that if anything happened to him, that I would be 
the choice to succeed him. I was still a student at UCLA, as- 

ations with community 
programs. There were a lot of efforts in the community that 
we helped as students. Most were community programs like 
the Breakfast for Children Program, Free Clothing 
Giveaway Program, the medical clinics, legal education, 
teaching the people what to do if the police stopped them, or 
if they got arrested. 





No KKK: Coming back to the question of the Panther ad- 
vocacy of self-defense: this was one of the things that ter- 
rified the white power structure; they tried to isolate and 
totally destroy both the BPP and what it stood for. Did they 
succeed? Were the Panthers unique? 


GP: I would refer students of this to the ’20s: 1919, 1920, 
1921. The period when Marcus Garvey was coming on the 
scene. After WW1, you had the African Blood Brotherhood, 
who were identical almost to the BPP. That period is when 
the FBI and governmental forces started their campaign 
against these movements of people who were striving to 
liberate themselves from racism and capitalism. 

Once you get into the *30s and ’40s and ’S0s, and then the 
*60s, you can understand the place that the Panthers took. 
It’s a historical process that began at the time of the kidnap, 
the time of slavery. Before the Panthers, you have the 
Revolutionary Action Movement in 60, ’62 and ’63. In ’65 
you have the Organization of Afro-American Unity, which 
Malcolm started really exploding in Los Angeles in a way 
that would make the things that the Panthers did look like 
nothing. But the reason why these things are not known is 
that we overemphasize certain things in history, so the his- 
torical process is not seen. The Panther Party is often viewed 
as something out of the ordinary, that ’s strange, that’s just 
there in isolation. I don’t think it’s possible to understand 
things in isolation. te 

In any movement you have the political forces and the 
political forces have their security forces. This is what or- 
ganizations like the Panthers sought to take on, because of 














their youth, vitality and strength. As a result, they caught the 
brunt of the repression. 


No KKK: So many Panthers were killed, so many more in- 
carcerated during this period. Can you talk.about the impact 
of the repression on the Panthers ability to survive, to or- 
ganize? 


GP: It’s not easy to talk about. Because there was a lot of 
foul play involved. When you are being attacked by a 
psychological enemy, you're being a victim of a war, an ac- 
tual war, not just a shoot-out, or a few standoffs, but an ac- 
tual war, with millions and millions of dollars spent. Some 
say it was more than the forces they used to overthrow Al- 
lende! People cry about biological warfare and all that. They 
should study psychological warfare. It’s based on one of the 
oldest things in war, that when war begins, truth is its first 
casualty. All warfare is based on deception. 


No KKK: Does this relate to why you have called yourself a 
prisoner of war? 


GP: Yes, very much so, because they stated in the Church 
Committee’s report from the highest offices of Washington 
DC that they were waging a war against us, and I am a vic- 
tim of that war. I was captured in that war, illegally. 


No KKK: The first eight years you were in prison they kept 
you continuously in solitary confinement, perhaps the 
longest time spent in solitary of any prisoner in the U.S. Can 
you describe what those conditions were like? 


GP: You’re put in a cell that’s really nota cell. It’s like a 
cage. There is a hole in the floor. No face bowl, nothing. Just 
that hole in the floor, They might give you the bottom part of 
a cut off plastic purex bottle. That was it. Day after day after 
day. Week after week after week, month after month. The 
hole is the toilet that is used. You don’t have any way to 
flush it, so the cop has to go in back and flush it. Usually 
he’ll make it back up, and it floods the cell. You don’t have 
nothing else to sleep on but that floor, there’s no concrete 
slab in there, so I did a lot of standing up. 


No KKK: How did you handle being alone all of the time? 


GP: It forced me in a sense to learn and accept the dis- 
ciplines of the East. Meditation, fasting. But such practices 
presuppose a non-violent situation. If you’re not in a non- 
violent situation, I wouldn’t try it, because someone really 
could take advantage of you, and render you dead, quick. 
You even reach the point in meditation where you don’t give 
a f--k about death. Let someone come and kill me, I don’t 
give a damn. But then, with the political positions I have 
taken, prior to that moment, that would have been the ul- 
timate of selfishness. My tomorrows have been promised, 
and I was already dedicated to certain things, so I had to 
break out of that in order to contribute physically to the on- 
going struggle. 


No KKK: Can you say a little more about how you strug- 


gled to survive and maintain your humanity in unthinkable 
conditions. 


GP: It wasn’t easy. From 1970-75 I didn’t hear a radio, or 
see a TV. But it was one of the best periods of my life! Just 
in a cell. A lot of time. But they have to come up with some- 
thing better to break me. You know, I’m not going to get 
broken. In fact some of the most touching moments of my 
life were in Folsom, in the hole, in the San Quentin Adjust- 
ment Center. A lot of brothers opened up their hearts. You 
can’t see each other, you’re by yourself in your single cell. 
But there is a whole bunch you can communicate. You can 
talk. 

Today these youngsters come in and it’s all about crack. 
“Crack and bitches, the crack and the bitches.” And the 
videos. They got TVs in the cells and the radios. It’s a 
shame, because I know the difference. I know the time when 
they didn’t have that. You had to read. Now they got so 
many brothers coming in here that dorf’t even know how to 
read. When I say brothers, I mean fellow prisoners, not just 
Blacks, who don’t know how to-read and write. During that 
earlier period another big difference was people on the street 
cared. You had support. Now you don’t have the support you 
used to have. 


No KKK: What do you think it’s going to take for you to 
finally get out of here? 


GP: Ultimately I intend to bring a big case to the United Na- 
tions. The process of doing that would encompass and 
demystify the movement that I was captured out of in the 
60s. It would demystify and decriminalize it. 


No KKK: Here you are, you’ve been in prison for 17 years. 
You’ve got a family, two children, and you’ve gone through 
so much. You have never compromised your principles. 
What makes you keep going? 


GP: My spirit. It’s not easy to answer that question unless 
you have felt the dedication you make in your life at certain 
periods. Bunchy’s dead. Toure is dead. Little John is dead. 
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You know what I’m saying? Fred Hampton, you know about 
him, he’s dead. Carl Hampton in Houston, he’s dead. Lil 
Bobby Hutton. I mean I could name some that you never 
heard of, that have never been in print, but-that I knew per- 
sonally. Dead. It’s hard to forget that. And you don’t want to 
forget that. Because it’s like you assume their spirit, like I 
said in a poem that I wrote when Red was killed. Red was a 
sister who was a member of the Black movement in the lat- 
ter part of the °60’s. She came off the streets as a prostitute, a 
dope fiend. We cleaned her up, and she became a giant, one 
of the most important female elements in the movement, the 
most well-liked. And she was killed. So what I’m saying is 
you take on all these spirits, and that is a very powerful 
thing. It’s like you hook up with history. I can’t see myself 
being anything other than a person who struggles for these 
kind of things: liberation. 


For more information contact:: The Committee To Free 
Geronimo Pratt, 220 9th Street, #443, San Francisco, CA 
94103. 
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On November 24, 1987, Tawana Brawley, 
a young Black woman, 15, was kidnapped, 
raped and tortured by the Klan in upstate 
New York. Then on December 3, Yvonne 
Smallwood, a Black woman and mother of 
four, was viciously beaten by police in the 
course of a traffic violation arrest. As a result 
of her beating, Yvonne Smallwood died 
several days later. 

In the two weeks before the Howard Beach 
trial ended and the tense 12 days of jury 
deliberation, it came to light that the Transit 
Authority police had been systematically 
brutalizing and arresting Black and Latino 
men to maintain high arrest records. These 
are the same police who several years earlier 
beat to death a young, Black graffitti artist, 
Michael Stewart, for spray-painting. 

In light of these racist attacks and facing 
the great likelihood that the Howard Beach 
Boys would walk away from their crimes, the 
Black community organized a Day of Out- 
rage for Black People of New York. The 
coalition which organized this action had 
been formed to protest the Klan attack on 
Tawana Brawley several weeks earlier and it 
promises to grow in 1988 as it moves on 

_towards a general strike. 

Many of the Black activists who had 
forced the appointment of the Special 
Prosecutor for the Howard Beach case are 
participating in this coalition, as it’s clear to 
everyone these are not isolated incidents. 

The announcement of the Day of Outrage 
stirred up fear and loathing for Ed Koch, New 
York’s arch-racist mayor and the NYC 
police. They got a judge to issue an injunc- 
tion against the demonstration’s named 
leaders. This virtually unprecedented action 
only added fuel to the fire of the demonstra- 
tion. On December 21sta well-organized and 
militant demonstration of more than 1,000 
people stopped the NYC transit system at 
rush hour and blocked the traffic on major 
bridges and arteries leading in and out of 
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October, Modesto. A cross is burned ina 
public KKK ceremony, “celebrating” the of- 
ficial recruitment of new Klan members in- 
cluding Kenneth Allen and the San Jose 
skinheads. The Modesto Klan is headed by 
William Albers, rumored to be part of the 
Order. 

October, Berkeley: A Black student finds 
“KKK” carved on her door in her dormitory. 
Another student is chased by four white 
youths after a football game. Flyers posted 
by the African Students Association are 
defaced, “N” scribbled across them The 
University has refused to denounce or inves- 
tigate these acts. The African Students As- 
sociation is now mounting a campaign to 
demand basic human rights for Black stu- 
dents on the campus. 

October, firebombings of the homes of 
Black families in San Jose, El Sobrante and 
Sacramento. 


1984—present: The KKK TV show, Race ` 


and Reason is now airing in at least 40 cities 
around the country, and heavily in the north- 
ern California, as well as its base in southern 
California. Despite ongoing protest, the 
show remains on the air in San Francisco. 
Following community outcry, it was taken 
off the air briefly, but has now returned on a 
weekly basis, prime time. In Concord, the 
local TV station took a stand and refused to 
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Manhattan, thereby forcing the entire City to 
come face- to-face with the outrage and 
anger of the Black community. 

The demonstration started with lines of 
people marching eight abreast through 
downtown Brooklyn, chanting, “No justice, 
no peace,” and “Mayor Koch, have you 
heard? This is not Johannesburg.” At a pre- 
determined point the march broke into two 
groups and then those groups broke down 
further and each went off in separate direc- 
tions, leaving the police confused and out of 
control. Most of the demonstrators just knew 
to come with a subway token and the Black 
Coalition would lead a successful action. 
They did, blocking subway trains and traffic 
across the city. 

The press estimated that upwards of a mii- 
lion people were affected by the transporta- 
tion blockage. Black subway riders voiced 
their understanding and approval of the 
Coalition’s actions, some even joining in. 
Seventy-three people were arrested and 
charged with obstructing governmental ad- 
ministration. That night the Howard Beach 
jury came in with their verdict. 

The verdict left many people unsatisfied. 
Many in the white community say that the 
Howard Beach Boys are scapegoats, in- 
nocent victims of the press and political 
climate. The Black community says that this 
case proves once again, that under American 
justice, white people don’t get convicted of 
murder when the victim is Black. The anger 
has heightened everywhere, and the tension 
in the City is palpable, on the trains, on the 
streets. 

Four days later, Christmas Day, two Black 
brothers, Sylvester and Steven LaMont, were 
attacked in the white neighborhood of Ben- 
sonhurst (Brooklyn) while collecting soda 
cans and bottles. Sylvester LaMont said their 


‘attackers, mostly teenagers, circled them just 


like a wolf-pack. He said he and his brother 
were yelled at by the mob, “this is our 


let the show on the air. The Modesto KKK 
has taken this issue to court. 

Various groups in the community have ex- 
pressed deep concern about the role of the TV 
show in the climate of racist violence. In Sep- 
tember, High School students organized a 
protest of the TV show in Dublin, CA. InOc- 

tober, the Ecumenical Peace Institute of 
Berkeley sponsored a very successful forum, 
to which JBAKC was invited to speak, rais- 
ing some of the issues for future work. In 
November, a similar forum was called in'‘San 
Jose. 

Concord: Malcolm Allen, 17, was outside 
partying on a Saturday night in June. It:was 
before midnight, and he and several white 
companions were geiting ready to go home. 
A group of five white youths passed by,:;saw 
Malcolm and the young white women he was 
with, and proceeded to shout racial insults. 
The gang approached Malcolm, ignoring his 
white companions, and in the scuffle that en- 
sued stabbed Malcolm in the chest. For- 
tunately, Malcolm survived. Two of the 
white youths were ultimately arrested and 
charged with assault. In the days following, 
the Contra Costa agency charged with 
providing funds for medical expenses for 
victims of assault, refused to do so for Mal- 
colm. They stated that the police had desig- 
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Black women in New York's Day of Black Outrage. 
Photo: NY Sun 

Howard Beach,” and “what is in the cart, n- 
---rs, are you robbing houses?” Then they 
were jumped and brutally beaten. Reports of 
attacks by Black people on white people have 
been juxtaposed in the media to equalize 
them. The Mayor has spent days and days in- 
sulting Black activists as irresponsible and 
inflammatory. The issue of racial violence in 
NYC is front-page news everyday. 

Then on January 2, 1988 the Black Coali- 
tion led a protest demonstration into Benson- 
hurst, to say that Black people have the right 
to go anywhere in New York. (Bensonhurst 
is right next to Gravesend, Brooklyn, where 
a Black transit work William Turks was 
beaten to death in 1982.) This demonstration 
was confronted by an angry mob of more 
than 1,000 white people. The mob was vi- 
ciousand ready to pounce. They carried signs 
that said things like, “N----rs Go Home, 
Whites Unite.” The only thing that kept the 
white mob from initiating a full scale race 
riot were the thousands of cops on foot, 
motorcycle, horses, helicopters and cars. If 
the police are the only thing holding back 
race war in NYC, then 1988 promises to be 
a historic year. 
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situation. JBAKC mobilized a successful 
phone campaign to pressure the agency to 
provide Malcolm’s family with the funds. In 
the investigation following the attack, the 
homes of the arrested youths were searched, 
and a number of submachine guns were 
found in the garage of one of the houses. 
Where these came from has not come to light, 
-because police carried out no further inves- 
tigation. 


Dubliners Protest KKK 
Videotape 

“There are certain things you really have 
to stand up for,” said Holly Sollars, of Liver- 
more, as she joined a small rally to protest the 
possible broadcast of the KKK cable TV 
show Race and Reason, on a local cable sta- 
tion. 

About two dozen people gathered for an 
hour-long rally in July, outside the Dublin, 
CA office of Viacom cable TV. 

“Although we, as a company, do not con- 
done” the program “... we have to support the 
concept of freedom of speech and uphold the 
First Amendment,” Viacom said in a 
prepared statement. 

Viacom has always hidden behind the first 
amendment smokescreen. Cable station 25 in 
San Francisco airs the KKK show weekly 


a 


s 


FORGET! 


ee 









The Black Coalition represents a sig- 
nificant step in uniting and mobilizing the 
millions of Black people in New York City 
and could be a touchstone for the Black Na- 
tion as a whole. 


The Black Desk 

The exposure several months ago of a 
“Black Desk’—a police unit assigned to 
gather intelligence about the Black move- 
ment and the Black community as a whole— 
presents a sharp reminder that an inevitable 
part of the Black liberation movement is the 
fight against counter-insurgency and repres- 
sion. In late June, local press reported that the 
New York Police Department (NYPD) had 
been taping and monitoring WLIB-radio 
since mid-May. WLIB is a Black-owned 
news and information station that covers a 
wide range of issues of concern to Black and 
other Third World people. The station fre- 
quently airs listener-participation talk shows 
focused on current cases of police brutality 
and other racist attacks, and is one of the 
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evenings.) Recently No KKK! reported that 
the Kian TV show was rejected by the cable 
TV station in Concord, CA. The Concord sta- 
tion is now being taken to court by the Klan, 
and in all likelihood the Court will decide in 
favor of the Klan (as they have in the past), 
but until then the show will be off the. air. 

Last Fall a group of students at Fullerton 
ran the Klan off their campus and refused to 
allow campus cable TV facilities to be used 
or rented by the Klan. 

Clinton Sipes, a 20-year-old Dublin resi- 
dent who says he is a Klan member, called 
the station to ask that the tapes be aired. 

The tapes he wants shown are a series of 
30-minute weekly programs titled, Race and 
Reason produced by Tom Metzger, former 
Grand Dragon of the Klan in California and 
leader of the White Aryan Resistance 
(WAR). The show takes its name from a 
1940s segregationist tract by Carlton Putnam 
called Race and Reason. Sipes said the 
programs are not racist, “they are pro-white.” 
In January, 1988, the San Francisco 
Chronicle carried a story in which Sipes 
claims he has “found religion” and embraced 
it rather than white supremacy. 

The organizers of the rally were a group of 
teenagers from the local area who said they 
want people who support racism to know 
they are not welcome in their community. 
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Schools 


from page 6 


The Big Chill 

Just when the conservative comeback was 
nearly complete, the chill permeating the 
university from racist admissions policies to 
unbalanced flunk-out rates, from conserva- 
tive professors to apathetic white students, 
was confronted by a reawakening of a Black 
student movement that challenged white 
supremacy around the world and around the 
campus. 

Today’s Black students, the anti-apartheid 
movement and other student activists, are 
being violently attacked by, (1) right-wing 
students, like Dartmouth’s Review crowd, 
itching for a fight and a publicity coup, (2) a 
leaderless opposition of jocks, fraternity 
boys and unaffiliated racists, and (3) univer- 
sity officials who call the police to arrest the 
activists, 

It’s the violence of many white students 
that is most alarming. 

Racist jokes on the University of Michigan 
radio station, white riots after the World 
Series—these were white students acting out 
their racism in the time-honored fashion. 
They were not carried out by any political or- 
ganization. As a preview of future racial 
violence and a sign of the times, it’s the num- 
ber of spontaneous incidents that’s most 
ominous, 

Racist violence on campus is the middle- 
class counterpart to the lynch mob in Howard 
Beach or Forsyth, Georgia. This unorganized 
and spontaneous white mood and muscle is 
fertile ground for the right-wing college in- 
tellectuals and activists of the 80s who hope 
to shape a 90s white supremacist movement. 

The steadfast refusal of college ad- 
ministrators to punish the perpetrators of 
racist attacks has been repeated on campus 
after campus. The State Commission on Dis- 
crimination delivered a harsh indictment of 
University of Massachusetts administrators 
for their handling of the 1986 racial attack on 

__Black students. “The events of that eve- 
ning...were predictable, preventable and 
primarily racially motivated....The 
administration’s historical denial of racial 


“= problems caused...the failure to predict and 


“prevent the incident.” Their report notes that 
nobody was ever punished for the attack. 


Even after the Black community 
demanded the expulsion of the cadets who 
had burned a cross and the case received na- 
tional attention from People Magazine, 
Citadel Military officials arrogantly went 
ahead with their original plan and assigned 
the cadets only extra circuits of the parade 
ground to march. 

Reagan-era politics have created a climate 
in which white students are attending institu- 
tions that have no Black curriculum, hardly 


any Black faculty, fewer and fewer affirm- 


ative action programs and administrators 
who won’t discipline racists. A Columbia 
student leader says: “When Black people talk 
about racism, even though conditions are 
worse now than they were 20 years ago, 
whites say, “Why are you making such a big 
deal, why do you keep going over the same 
thing? We’re tired of this Black and white 
stuff.” “What do they have to be tired of? 
They don’t experience racism on a daily 
basis.” 


White students oppose 
growing racist atmosphere 

The chronicle of brutality is only part of 
the story. In response to these attacks Black 
students and whites who support them have 
begun to go on the offensive. At the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, student demands included 
a plan to guarantee a substantial increase in 
Black enrollment, anti-racism orientations 
and courses for all students, and the expul- 
sion from university housing of those in- 











volved in racial harassment. It took an 
18-hour occupation of an administration 
building by 400 students to win some conces- 
sions from the university administration. 

At Stanford University (where Black stu- 
dents are only 3%) officials agreed to public 
hearings and a special commission after a 
student sit-in at the office of university presi- 
dent Donald Kennedy. Stanford students or- 
ganized an anti- racism teach-in attended by 
more than 700 students. 

A small (but growing) number of white 
students have begun to support Black 
demands and take on the racists. Black stu- 
dents experience reluctance even among 
anti-racist whites, commenting that white 
students who support anti-apartheid strug- 
gles draw the line when it comes to fighting 
racism on their own campus. Black activists 
expressed frustration over the lack of white 
support for domestic struggles against white 
supremacy. 

To the extent that white students are 
responding to Black mobilizing efforts, the 
effects have been very positive. White stu- 
dents at Columbia co-sponsored and at- 
tended a successful teach-in and participated 
in a City-wide anti-racist march and rally. 

Many white students believe that civil 
rights were won in the 60s, that discrimina- 
tion, inequality and racism are evils of the 
past. Even those upset about the increasing 
racist violence are often/at a loss for what to 
do. The issues are complex—Columbia 
Black activists suggest: 
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“The most important thing that whites can 
do is work in their own communities. It’s 
really important to reject the idea that the 
only work they can do is assume leadership 
of Black struggles. There is enough work to 
be done in anti-racist struggles. White stu- 
dents should work in some way related to 
what Black students are doing. Black people 
should set the agendas, and decide what’s im- 
portant. Then it’s incumbent on white ac- 
tivists to take the struggle to white 
communities, and deal with white peoples’ 
racism. It’s very important for white people 
to take some responsibility to teach their 
own, instead of always demanding that we 
teach them and then trying to be in the mid- 
die of our struggle. They need to organize 
and educate white people.” 

If Black students on your campus raise 
concrete demands, support them. If they are 
circulating petitions, sign, and take some and 
get your friends to sign too. Support demands 
for more Black faculty, Black studies cur- 
riculum, equal access—winning these 
demands will make your school a better place 
to be and you'll get a better education. 

Black students at Columbia are quick to 
point out: “It’s also important to remember 
that even with a Black studies program white 
students who are racist are not to going to en- 
roll unless it’s mandatory. That’s why one of 
our demands is that courses be designed in 
the core curriculum to sensitize white stu- 
dents.” 

Educate yourself. Attend teach-ins or- 
ganized by Black students and learn how 
racism affects your campus. Read leaflets, 
newspapers and articles written by Black stu- 
dents. Talk with Black students and anti- 
racist white students. If there isn’t anything 
organized by whites, talk to your friends and 
see what you can pull together. 

Take an active stand against racist 
student’s activities: oppose funding of racist 
fraternities; withdraw support from student 
radio stations that make racist jokes; demand 
the expulsion of students who participate in 
racist violence. 

These may seem like small things, but this 
is a moment when quantitative changes can 
make a qualitative difference. If white stu- 
dents supported Black demands and 
defended the most basic human rights of 
Black people on their campuses, we could 
cenfront the racists and win some important 
battles. 





Palestine Will be Free! 


Editorial comment and dedication 
by John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 


T. John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 
dedicates this issue of No KKK! No Fascist 
USA! to the children and all the courageous 
people of Palestine. As we watch the increas- 
ing brutality of the Israeli military the com- 
parisions with South Africa are inescapable. 

The racism and inhumanity of the zionist 
settlers towards those whose land they have 
stolen is being exposed and resisted by Pales- 
tinians from all walks of life. The Israeli 





response: heightened brutality. Soldiers drag 
wounded people from hospitals for question- 
ing, Palestinian children are tied to the front 
of police vehicles to prevent rocks being 
thrown at the car—these are the tactics of the 
Israeli military. These are the tactics of the 
South African military. Both are backed by 
the US. 

Challenging bullets with stones and 
peoples power, the uprising of the Pales- 
tinians is confronting one of the world’s most 


ruthless and powerful military machines. 
What is unfolding in the Middle East now 
calls on progressive people in the US to 
overcome all obstacles to solidarity and ac- 
tion. 

The United Nations and peace loving 
people around the world have condemned 
zionism as racism and called for self-deter- 
mination for Palestine. The emotional 
politico/religious aura that shrouds zionism 
leads many progressive people to shy away 


From the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 


Who We Are 


T he John Brown Anti-Klan Com- 
mittee (JBAKC) is a countrywide 
organization that struggles 
against the racist violence of the KKK and 
Nazis and against their underlying cause: 
the system of white supremacy. We take 
our name from John Brown, the white 
abolitionist who said “NO!” to racism and 
genocide, and dedicated his life to fighting 
for Black people’s freedom from slavery. 
In this tradition we build solidarity with 
Black liberation and support struggles for 
human rights and self-determination. 
JBAKC started in 1977 supporting 
Black prisoners at Napanoch Prison in 
New York, who exposed a KKK klavern 
numbering 35 guards and led by the Grand 
Dragon of the state Klan. Today, we con- 
tinue organizing campaigns to challenge 
resurgent white supremacy: from the Fed- 
eral government to killer cops, from the 
New Right to the KKK and Aryan 
Nations. Our commitment to human 
rights and freedom leads us to support 
political prisoners and prisoners of war 
jailed for resisting US imperialism. We 


support the struggles of the South Afri- 
can/Azanian and Palestinian peoples to 
overturn apartheid/colonialism and Zion- 
ism. 

This is a white supremacist country. 
Founded on African slavery, genocide and 
theft of Indian lands, the system of domes- 
tic colonialism remains the cornerstone of 
America’s worldwide empire. A century 
after the Civil War and 25 years after the 
Civil Rights movement how much has 
really changed? New Afrikans (Black peo- 
ple in the US) remain economically and 
politically colonized. Black people are still 
struggling for freedom and independence 
in the so-called “land of the free.” 

Now the KKK and Nazis are rebuilding 
a fascist movement to attack new Afrikan 
and all Third World people. The right- 
wing also targets Jewish people, lesbians 
and gay men. From coast to coast religious 
fundamentalists are bombing abortion 
clinics, violently opposing women’s right 
to reproductive choice. i 

We can’t allow white supremacy and 
terror to continue unchallenged. A strong 
anti-racist movement among white people 


is needed to effectively resist all these 
attacks and stop them at their source. The 


fight against the KKK and for Black liber- 
ation has always been pivotal to progres- 
sive and revolutionary change in this coun- 
try. History shows that anti-racist 
movements rooted in support for the right 
of the Black Nation/New Afrika to self- 
determination can grow into a powerful 
force for justice. This is why JBAKC sup- 
ports the New Afrikan Independence 
Movement and its program for land and 
nationhood in the Black Belt states of 
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, Mis- 
sissippi and Louisiana. 


National Office: 
San Francisco: 220 9th Street, No. 443 
SE, CA 94103 e 415-431-8339 


Local Chapters: 
New York: P.O. Box 406 e NY, NY 10009 
212-244-4270 


Chicago: P.O. Box 7239 èe Chicago, IL 60680 
312-769-8159 





Challenging bullets with 
stones and peoples 
power, the uprising of 
the Palestinians is 
confronting one of the 
world’s most ruthless 
and powerful military 
machines. What is 
unfolding in the 
Middle East now calls 
on progressive people 
inthe US to overcome 
all obstacles to 
solidarity and action. 





from a strong condemnation of zionism. 
People who have fought police while oppos- 
irc apartheid are reticient to take the same 
stance against zionism. Some are fearful that 
Opposing zionism will be construed as anti- 
semitism. We abhor and oppose anti-semi- 
tism and all reactionary and discriminatory 
ideologies. This is also the position held by 
all the Palestinian revolutionary organiza- 
tions. It’s difficult to ignore the zionist 
propaganda machine, which is skillful at 
making it seem as though zionism and 
Judaism are the same, that biology is destiny. 
We reject this. Any ideology that says some 
people (of white European decent) are better 
than others because of their race, nationality 
or religion, is racist. It was racist when Hit- 
ler said it. It’s racist when Botha says it. It’s 
racist when the KKK says it. And it’s racist 
when Israel says it. 

As anti-racist activists, we oppose white 
supremacy in the US and around the world. 
We join with Black and other Third World 
people here, with the people of Azania/South 
Africa and with Palestinian people in their 
struggles to defeat all forms of white 
supremacy and win their liberation. 

We urge our readers to condemn the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza and 
participate in anti-zionist, pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations, teach-in and other activities 
where ever you are. 


Palestinian people pelt Israeli military with rocks. 


Send Us 


Your News! 


Dear Readers: 


Over the past two years we’ve seen an 
alarming increase in violent racist inci- 
dents — harassment, vandalism, cross- 
burnings, assaults, lynchings and mur- 
ders. We’ve also witnessed Klan and 
neo-Nazi organizations carry out a multi- 
level media campaign to build their move- 
ment using leafleting, newsletters, tele- 
phone hatelines and the airing of the “Race 
and Reason” TV Show (now playing in 20 
cities). At the same time, these white 
supremacists are uniting their forces and 
building underground paramilitary arm- 
ies. 

As we build an anti-racist movement, 
up-to-date facts about the racist right- 
wing are vitally important. We all know 
that the regular media is not a reliable 
source of information. That’s why we’re 
asking you, our readers, to watch for news 
of racist activity and anti-racist resistance 
in your areas. 

Please send us news clippings or eyewit- 
ness accounts. We will use what you send 
us to put out a better paper. We want to 
present more detailed analysis about what 
the white supremacist organizations are 
doing, as well as carry more information 
and debate about anti-racist work in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. Your input and 
contributions are needed and greatly 


appreciated. 
F - 
The Editors 
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OHIO-7 UPDATE 





As we go to press, the Ohio 7 are prepar- 
ing for trial in Springfield, Mass., for 
seditious conspiracy and two counts of RICO 
(Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Organiza- 
tions). The trial is expected to begin around 
the end of February or early March and to last 
approximately 8 months. Although the 7 
have already been tried and convicted for 
many of the activities included in the sedition 
and RICO charges, they face an additional 60 
year sentence if convicted again. The case of 
the one Black defendant, Kazi Ture, was 
severed last June. 

RICO is a conspiracy law originally 
designed to go after organized crime, but is 
currently utilized to criminalize political 
movements opposed to US policies. Until 
now, the seditious conspiracy statute has 
been used primarily against the Puerto Rican 
Independence Movement, by charging con- 
spiracy to overthrow, put down, oppose by 
force and hinder or delay the execution of 
laws of the US. RICO convictions can be ob- 
tained for mere conversations, with no acts 
committed. The precedent set by convictions 
based on these laws is very serious for all 
progressive movements. 

The Ohio 7 are working class women and 
men, who grew up in factory cities of New 
England. Impacted by poverty and the war in 
Vietnam, they became activists in the anti- 
war movement of the 60s and ’70s, ultimate- 
ly committing themselves to develop a 
clandestine resistance movement. 

John Brown Anti-Klan Committee sup- 
ports the Ohio 7 and encourages our readers 
to support them also. To learn more about 
their case, call or write the Sedition Commit- 
tee: 413/586-4407, PO Box 530 Cathedral 
Station, New York, NY 10025. Write to the 
Ohio 7: Raymon Luc Levasseur, Pat Gros 
Levasseur, Carol Manning, Tom Manning, 
Williams, Jaan Laaman and Barbara 
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—— BLACK LIBERATION 






ON TRIAL 


With the resurgent Black liberation strug- 
gle taking to New York’s streets, the political 
conspiracy trial of Dr. Mutulu Shakur and 
Marilyn Buck began in Manhattan Federal 
Court in November, 1987. Dr. Shakur is a 
lifelong activist in the New Afrikan Freedom 
struggle, and a founding member of the 
Black Acupuncture Advisory Association of 
North America, famous in New York’s Black 
community for providing quality health-care 
and resisting the heroin, cocaine and crack 
plague. Marilyn Buck is a white woman who 
has worked for more than twenty years to 
stop racism and build solidarity with the 
struggle for Black human rights and self 
determination. 

Both are charged with being part of a 
clandestine resistance movement and par- 
ticipating in expropriations of money to sup- 
port the political movement. They are also 
charged with assisting in the liberation of As- 
sata Shakur from prison on November 2, 
1979. 

Since the opening of the trial the 
courtroom has been filled with many repre- 
sentatives of community and revolutionary 
organizations which make up the Black 
Liberation Movement. Struggling in the 
spirit of Malcolm X, Dr. Shakur writes, “My 
life represents a struggle. I’m not a person 
without faults; I’m a human being. But one 
thing is paramount, I’ve always struggled for 
justice and equality for everybody, but in par- 
ticular the New Afrikan nation. Those of us 
who have struggled consistently for our 
liberation, gambled against this monstrosity 
in order to hold our heads up high . 
Marilyn Buck represents the tradition of John 
Brown who fought together with Afrikan 
people against slavery over a century ago. In 
a note to friends Buck writes: 

“Another year is at its end, and another 
begins. Though it still looks bleak, it seems 
that the socialist and revolutionary forces are 
becoming stronger. Imperialism is suffering 
even though it tries to keep its mightier- than- 
thou face on straight. 

“Even behind bars, one may feel en- 
couragement at the changing conditions, al- 


Curzi Laaman at FDC Hartford, PO Box oe 


though the ongoing genocidal murder and 
exploitation has not halted in the least. My 
co-defendant, Mrtu'c Shakur, and I are now 
on trial. After a grueiiug struggle, we ended 
up with a good jury, if one can imagine that 
in Amerika! Predominantly Black and work- 
ing class people. So while the deck is still 
stacked, these are people who can relate to 
much of what we have to say. At least some 
of the jurors have already recognized the na- 
ture of the government’s star witness, that he 
has betrayed at least himself and his prin- 
ciples and his people ... That is a good sign, 
but the trial is long, with much to come. Ven- 
ceremos.” 

Free all Political Prisoners and Prisoners 
of War! For more information about this case 
contact the Committee to Fight Repression, 
P.O. Box 1435, Cathedral Station, New York, 
NY 10025. 
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BLACK POVERTY 
ON THE RISE 
Se a a a RE OO Se 
A new study, based on census figures 
comparing 1970 to 1980 finds that the 
country’s 50 largest cities have a growing 


concentration of Black people living in 


poverty. The overall rates of poverty in the 
US increased slightly in those years. In 1980 
the number of people in poverty in the 50 
cities was rising at a time when the Cities 
were losing population. 

“Urban problems are getting worse at 
precisely the time the nation is doing less 
about them,” said Richard P. Nathan, profes- 
sor of Public and International Affairs at 
Princeton University. The census bureau 
considers “poverty areas” those in which 
20% or more of the population is below the 
poverty line as defined by the Federal 
Government. “Extreme poverty areas” are 
those where 40% or more of the people are 
below the poverty line. In 1980 the 
Government’s official poverty level for a 
family of four was $8,414. 

In 1980 the total population for the 50 

: Si 815,907, decline Of 5% fi 


a E 
with income below the poverty level in- 
creased 11.7% in the ten years despite the 
overall decrease in population. 

Poor whites living in poverty areas 
declined 5% over the 10 years, but the num- 
ber of poor Black people living in poverty 
areas rose 23%. In 1980 84% of poor Black 


New York 
KKK from page 3 


Metzger reportedly offered Schmidt ad- 
vice on running for local office in 1988, 
based on Metzger’s success in San ‘Diego 
several years ago. He received 80,000 votes 
in the Democratic Party senatorial primary. 
The White Student Union, a group formed by 
Metzger and led by his son, appeared at the 
Queens Gazette office early in August, after 
Hank Schmidt went public, to state their sup- 
port for him. 

Schmidt has self-proclaimed links to the 
Aryan Nations and in December, 1987 an- 
nounced to the media that he and “others 
from around the country" would go to Astoria 
Houses, a predominantly Black housing 
project in Queens, to burn a cross or light an 
electric one. Spokespeople from the Black 
community say that they are skeptical about 
the idea of the Klan risking their lives trying 
to burn a cross in their community. 


Abortion 
Bombers 


from page 4 


tent of the criminal conspiracy.” 

Svelmoe was held without bail after his ar- 
rest in San Diego. At the time, Rev. Owens 
defended him but denied any responsibility. 
He said he was shocked by the arrest, and 
called Svelmoe “committed to the Christian 
cause.” In 1985, Svelmoe’s pilot license was 
suspended by the FAA when he buzzed the 
Gay Pride parade with an anti-gay banner 
during an Owens-led counter-demonstration. 
He didn’t have a permit for the banner. At this 
year’s Gay Pride parade, someone again flew 
an anti-gay banner in circles over the mar- 
chers. 








While the cities’ 
populations have 
dropped. . . 


39.8 


. . «the number of poor 
people has increased. . . 
Total living below the poverty level. 


. . sand more of them live in poor areas 


people lived in poverty areas, as opposed to 
47% of poor whites. In 1970 3.2 million 
whites and 2.6 million Blacks were below the 
poverty level in these cities. The study 
showed that Black people became poorer at 
the same rate at which whites rose from 
poverty. In 1980 white poverty had dropped 
by 1.6 million, while Black poverty had in- 
creased by 1.5 million. 

A larger contrast was shown in areas of ex- 
treme poverty, where almost 4 1/2 times 
more Black people that white people live. 

The 1980 census shows that the overall 
poverty rate for the country was about 11%. 
It was 32% for Blacks, 25% for Latinos and 
10% for whites. 

Meanwhile the unemployment rate among 
Black people remains much higher than that 
of whites. For 1985 for example, when un- 
employment among white adults was 5.6%, 
among Black adults it was 14.9%. In 1984 
nearly one-half of Black men aged 16 to 24 
had no work experience at all. 


For syth from page 3 


havealsoxeportedly n moved to or visited For- 


syth in the past six months. Five different fac- 
tions of the KKK alone are now reported to 
exist in Forsyth. James Spivey, an employee 
at the Mead Plant announced plans for Klan 
youth groups and is encouraging young 
racists to get jobs at the plant. 

In Atlanta, a KKK-TV show is being 
produced by Herbert Poinsett, a man who 
was on Tom Metzger’s California-produced 
Klan talk show, Race and Reason. Poinsett’s 
show is also called Race and Reason. David 
Duke, the national leader of the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of White 
People (NAAWP), came to Cummings to 
lead the second Klan rally and has continued 
to support Klan work in the area through his 
national newsletter. A local Klansman, David 
Holland has established a chapter of the 
Southern White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
in the area and according the The Atlanta 
Constitution, this group is involved in 
paramilitary activities. 

Black Land Theft in 
Forsyth County 

Black people have done research on the 
theft of Black land using a number of sour- 
ces, including The Atlanta Voice, a weekly 
Black newspaper which is edited by Carl 
Ware, a Black historian from Georgia. 
Washington met with a number of local his- 
torians about the roots of the recent Klan ac- 
tions in Forsyth. He also researched county 
tax and land records. Because the county lies 


| outside the traditional plantation belt, there 


was never more than a modest Black popula- 
tion in Forsyth, but Black people in the area 
had been landowners since the end of the 
Civil War. White theft of Black owned land 
throughout the South started shortly after the 
Civil War. It was part of the white response 
to advances made by Black people in the 
wake of slavery. 

In 1912 a Black man in Forsyth County 
was accused of raping a white woman and in 
the weeks following the accusation white 
mobs roamed Cummings and the surround- 
ing counties, terrorizing local Black families 
and “giving notice” that they either leave or 
be burned out. In many cases, after being 
forced to leave their land, the property was 
foreclosed-on because taxes hadn’t been 
paid. Since 1912 no Black people have lived 
in Forsyth County. 








Number of people below 
the poverty line living in a 
poverty area, or a census 
tract where 20 percent or 
more of the population 
: have incomes 
below the 
poverty level. 


and blacks make 
up more 


Whites make up. 
less of the 
poor. . 


Number living below 
the poverty level. 


At the same time, Federal welfare assis- 
tance to the working poor has declined or 
been eliminated under Reagan Administra- 
tion policies, according to the findings of 
Professor Nathan and the Urban Institute, a 
research agency in Washington. 


The Land is Being Reclaimed— _- 


Since January 1987, local debate has 
focused on the issue of land theft and 
reclamation in Forsyth County and on in- 
tegrating the county. It is primarily the de- 
scendents of the approximately 130 families 
run off their estimated 300 acres of land in 
1912 who are leading the struggle for land 
retum. Hearings are being held at the King 
Center in Atlanta to determine the exact 
amount of land in question. Some of the land 
has been built on, increasing the conflict over 
land return. Few have argued that the land 
was not stolen; rather, the debate centers 
around the question of what to do about the 
theft 75 years later. 


In addition, local Black residents have 
raised other demands: The restoration of un- 
lawfully seized land or compensation for that 
land; a federal investigation into the com- 
pliance of local employers regarding federal- 
ly regulated fair employment practices; a 
federal investigation of companies receiving 
federal monies in order to check compliance 
with the federal employment guidelines; an 
investigation of violations of the 1968 Fair 
Housing Act and the rectification of any such 
violations; protection by law enforcement of- 
ficials of Black people living or visiting in 
Forsyth; and the improvement of race rela- 
tions in the area through various exchange 
programs. 

Although Klan activity is a routine occur- 
rence in the county, there has been strong 
response to the attempts to keep Forsyth 
white. Many Black people are working on 
mobilizing Black people to move back to 
Forsyth County in an assertion of their right 
to live wherever they choose. 


Some Black and white people are working 
together, meeting on Sundays at white chur- 
ches to build solidarity, find common areas 
of concern and examine the land issue. 


In the past several months there has been 
a resurgence of the public face of the Klan 
and other racists in Georgia and across the 
nation. The residents of Forsyth County, both 
Black and white, are setting examples of 
resistance that is characterized by its support 
for Blackself-determination, a focus on land 
as a basis for power and growth and by the 
strength of a united opposition that supports 
Black o 
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No Justice 
from page 10 


Photo: NY Sun 





Anti-racist whites demonstrate against racist 
violence. 


primary forums for political discussion and 
debate within the Black community. 

With more investigation, it was revealed 
that the surveillance of WLIB was only one 
part of the Black Desk operation. Unmarked 
police cars and surveillance vans have been 
used to photograph and videotape com- 
munity forums and demonstrations, and 
community leaders are followed and tape 
recorded. Although Police Commissioner 
Ben Ward denies any “formal” relationship 
with the FBI-led Joint Terrorist Task Force, 
JTTF members are frequently sighted at 


be 


A peaceful protest organized Saturday in the wake of the firebomb- 
ing of a Black family’s home—allegedly by members of the Hasidic 
community in the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn—drew a 
police presence unprecedented in the history of such community 
actions. A police force of 2,500—including top brass, patrol cops, 
Black demonstrations. The police depart- 
ment has also been conducting “anti-riot” 
training seminars at which reference has 
been made to particular Black leaders. 


Why the “Black Desk?” 

In January 1987, a demonstration of 
thousands of Black people (some papers 
reported 10,000) called by a city-wide coali- 
tion of Black organizations, moved down 
Fifth Avenue to the Mayor’s house. The 
demonstration had been called to protest the 
Howard Beach murder. That demonstration 
left the city reeling; it was but a glimpse of 
the potential power of an organized Black 
community, the likes of which has not been 
seen since the seventies. Covered by radio 
and TV media nationwide, it was also a sharp 
reminder to people around the country that 
Black people will inevitably respond to the 
heightening of racism. It expressed an out- 
rage that had been mounting since the police 
murders of Michael Stewart, Eleanor Bum- 
purs and others. It expressed a sentiment that 
has been carried on since then in the every 
day resistance from the Black community 
that has put the City administration on the 
defensive and forced the issue of racism to 
the top of the agenda. The police murders, 
racist Maneuvers by the city’s institutions 
and other kinds of racist attacks that are com- 
monplace in NY no longer go unnoticed and 
covered-up. : 

While Ben Ward denied the existence of 
the Black Desk, and denied that the police 
department is monitoring the Black com- 
munity, he acknowledged that there is sur- 
veillance of particular revolutionary leaders 
because of the “danger” they pose to the 
community. 

It’s not the organizations alone that are the 
object of the government’s fear; rather, it is 
their potential to organize at the grassroots 
level, to tum thousands of Black people into 
the streets, to build programs that effective- 
ly fight the genocidal conditions facing 
Black people today. And they fear the dis- 
tinctly nationalistic character of that move- 
ment. 
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mounted and riot police, sharpshooters, special enforcement and 
community-laision units, surveillance teams and even National * 
Guard personnel dressed in battle fatigues—descended on the area < 
which, for the four hours the demonstration lasted, took on the © 
appearance of a war zone. 











“We don’t want the ’60s 
to come back.” 

Along with undercover surveillance of 
Black organizations is another level of 
counter-insurgency operating; police in- 
timidation of the grassroots movement. The 
most striking example occurred in April in 
the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn. 
Crown Heights Africans Working Together 
(CHANT) called for a demonstration to 
protest the escalation of racial attacks on 
Black people by the Hasidic Jewish com- 
munity, particularly the firebombing of a 
Black family’s home on February 26th. The 
city refused to investigate the incident. At the 
scheduled hour, only a handful of 
demonstrators had gathered. 

It soon became apparent that the NYPD 
was actually attempting to sabotage the 
demonstration and intimidate the community 
from participating. They had cut off bus and 
subway service to the area (most New 
Yorkers use public transportation), cordoned 
off the area for several blocks in all directions 
to divert car traffic, and brought out a 
military force of 2,000 uniformed cops, in- 


_ cluding mounted police, motorcycle patrols, 


riot police, undercover cops, the FBI-led 
Joint Terrorist Task Force, sharpshooters, 
police helicopters, intelligence personnel 
equipped with video-taping and photography 
equipment, and the National Guard. Mem- 
bers of organizations were prohibited from 
distributing political flyers, having been told 
by Ben Ward himself that “there’ll be no 
freedom of speech today.” 

Yet, despite the occupation, the initial 
crowd of 200 demonstrators grew to about 
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1,000 as the march proceeded. When. 


protesters demanded an explanation one cop 


answered, “We don’t want the ’60s to come, 
back,” perhaps the clearest statement that 
counter-insurgency is their purpose. 

This campaign of intimidation is happen- 
ing during a period when the police depart- 
ment and the courts have virtually declared 
open season on Black people by refusing to 
convict racist murderers, even under a great 
deal of pressure from Black and progressive 
forces. The cops who killed Eleanor Bum- 
purs and Michael Stewart were all acquitted. 
Many other cops have never even been 
brought to trial. The acquittal of Bernhard 
Goetz of attempted murder charges in the 
subway shooting of four Black teenagers, in 
effect, legitimized the use of deadly force any 
time a white person claims to perceive a 
threat from a Black person. 


The Klan comes to Queens 

Just as the Black movement and anti-racist 
movement have grown in the past period, so 
has the KKK been able to come forward 
publicly amidst a more clearly articulated 
white supremacist sentiment. In a matter of 
weeks after the Howard Beach incident, 
David Duke appeared in that neighborhood. 
Duke, once a leader of the White Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan, is currently a spokesman 
for the National Association for the Advan- 
cement of White People (NAAWP). He was 
given air time on WABC-radio’s Bob Grant 
Show, which had been airing the white 
community’s racist justifications for the at- 
tack. Months later, in the height of the Black- 
led student protests at Columbia (see Schools 
article in this issue) NAAWP literature was 
distributed there. In the course of one of the 
student protests, a confederate flag was torn 
from the wall of one of the white student’s 
rooms. 

In June, Klan Leaflets were found posted 
on car windshields in Astoria, a neighbor- 
hood in Queens. Hank Schmidt soon came 
forward to announce his plans to build a 
branch of the Klan in New York City (see re- 
lated story on page 3). 
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Chicago 


from page 1 


The local debate centered around the issue 
of free speech. The show’s opponents argue 
that one must consider the danger posed by 
the organizing impact of this show and the 
often accompanying rise in racist incidents in 
areas targeted for intensive Klan recruiting 
efforts. This danger was highlighted in the 
course of recent testimony to a federal grand 
jury in which it was revealed that Tom 
Metzger has received thousands of dollars 
from the Order (an armed underground white 
supremacist group). It was also shown that he 
advocates building a secret army like the 
Order while using the medium of a TV talk 
show to galvanize broad based support. 

The campaign continued in Chicago with 
a goal of increasing pressure on Channel 19 
to stop airing the show. Most recently, The 
Ad-Hoc Committee to Stop Race and 
Reason, a coalition, went to the monthly 
board meeting of the community access sta- 
tion and read statements reiterating their 
position that the Klan must not be allowed to 
utilize the station as a forum from which to 
organize and build up their membership. 
Labor Beat, a group active in the coalition 
made a 15-minute video against the Klan TV 
which they are airing during their regularly 
scheduled show on Channel 19. 

Last spring a number of local neo-Nazi 
groups held a “White Youth Fight Back” 
rally in the all-white Northwest Chicago 
neighborhood of Kilbourne Park. Leaflets 
advertising the rally drew members and sup- 
porters of various gangs including the 
Chicago Area Skin Heads (CASH), the SS 
Action Group and the Gaylords, a large 
Chicago street gang that calls itself a “white 
power organization.” The leaflets featured 
swastikas, “SS” and the word “Oi” a 
reference to the violent skinhead movement 


| in England. Though poorly attended by local 


residents, the rally was another in a series of 
public actions aimed at mobilizing local 
whites. 









Klan March Stopped 
esidents also rallied to protest and. 








“Sto d U mules north 
of Chicago. Gumee is in Lake County where 
| there is an active chapter of the Invisible Em- 


pire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and is ad- 
jacent to Zion, Illinois, the scene of the 1985 
murder of a young Black man. The Klan has 
been active in the area since 1985 and the 
Zion murderer was heard yelling “Klan! 
Klan!” prior to killing his victim. 

Activists were successful in forcing the 
cancellation of the planned march after 
weeks of organizing yielded 500 letters to the 
Gurnee city government demanding the 
Klan’s parade permit be cancelled because 
“,..a Klan march is an act of racist terror and 
a call to racist violence.” Pressure was also 
brought to bear by the fact that anti-Klan ac- 
tivists were planning to rally, demonstrate 
and non-violently block the parade route. 

Three days prior to the planned march the 
Klan cancelled their rally and local residents 
assessed that the broad-based opposition had 
created the pressure necessary to stop the 
march. On the day of the scheduled march a 
“Unity Celebration” was held by local resi- 
dents to celebrate their victory. On a similar 
note, for the first time in many years, the Klan 
did not hold its anti-Gay Day demonstration 
in Chicago this year. 

Nazis in Skokie 

The Chicago suburb of Skokie unveiled a 
memorial statue “In memory of the six mil- 
lion Jews and all the other victims who 
perished at the hands of the Nazis.” Skokie, 
which has a large Jewish community, includ- 
ing many concentration camp survivors, was 
the site of a famous stand-off with a neo-Nazi 
march in 1979. The new sculpture portrays a 
ghetto resistance fighter spreading his arms 
around a family group. During the night after 
the unveiling, the marble base was spray- 
painted with large swastikas and the word 
“Lies.” The sculptor and Skokie residents al- 
lowed the defacements to remain for the bet- 
ter part of a week as a reminder that the threat 
of fascism did not end with World War II. No 
arrests were made. 


Racist Murder Covered-Up 
In mid-May the Chicago news media an- 
nounced that the body of Carlos T. Portis, a 
Black man, had been found dumped in an 
alley ina Southside white neighborhood with 


evidence, police r 





















Anti-Klan demonstration in Chicago. 


the letters KKK carved into his abdomen. Dr. 
Robert Stein of the medical examiner’s of- 
fice said that the letters were not related to 
the circumstances surrounding Portis’ death. 
Chicago police announced that they had 
“ruled out foul play” and were “not inves- 
tigating the death as a homicide.” 

The same morning Chicago’s Black 
newspaper, the Defender, carried a page one 
banner headline reading “Witness to KKK 
Lynching comes forward.” The story 
detailed how a woman on break from her 
night-shift job had called police to report that 
she had just witnessed six white men 
suspending a Black man from a phone pole 
spike and beating him with sticks. She 
reported to the Defender that the police had 
told her the story was untrue, that she’d 
“seen a mirage,” that she “was a hooker,” and 
was “high on marijuana.” The police are still 
trying to discredit the witness, even though 
she passed a lie detector test: Perhaps not 
coincidentally, the place where she’d seén 
the attack was a site in Marquette Park were 
local Klan and Nazi organizations have held 









“drug- related gang killing” and the case was 
closed by both the police and the local press. 


The Portis family has hired a lawyer who is’ r 


working with a group of local activists to un- 
cover and expose the truth of this man’s mur- 
der. 


Black Homes Firebombed 

Finally, local activists are monitoring the 
cases of four white men accused of firebomb- 
ing the homes of Black families. One man, 
18-year-old Larry Kalafut, was sentenced to 
six years in state prison after pleading guilty 
to firebombing the home of the Waheed fami- 
ly following a Klan rally in Marquette Park 
in the summer of 1986. Another man was also 
sentenced to six years and two others are 
awaiting trials for another firebombing of the 
Waheed home following a different Klan 
rally in the summer of 1986. 

These events-provide ample evidence that 
Klan TV shows, rallies and marches are not 
the benign exercise of “free speech” but 
rather markedly increase the level of racial- 
ly motivated violence in a given area. 





Nazi Skinheads in a 
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The Government’s Klan Conspiracy Indictments . 


What do they really mean? 


By Ken Lawrence 


One difficult task of anti-fascist organizers 
is to explain intelligently and effectively the 
paradox that the North American ruling class 
and the United States government need the 
Ku Klux Klan and the Nazis to exist, on the 
one hand, and on the other hand must repress 
them harshly from time to time. 

There is nothing exceptional about this 
contradiction. The Central Intelligence 
Agency cozied up to Santos Trafficante and 
John Roselli when it was trying to murder 
Fidel Castro, and even earlier had hired the 
Corsican mob to break Communist-led 
strikes on the docks in Marseilles. These 
facts don’t mean that the U.S. mafia dons or 
the overlords of the French connection have 
permanent “get out of jail free” cards at their 
disposal. 

Revelations about US arms sales to Iran at 
a time when the State Department was im- 
ploring other governments to embargo 
Ayatollah Khomeini’s “terrorist” regime has 
shown more about how this process works 
than is usually visible to the public, but in a 
way more calculated to sow confusion than 
to promote insight and understanding. 

Two things are involved in these ex- 
amples. First is the bourgeoisie’s need to sus- 
tain their rule by force, which requires the 
services of fascists, mobsters, and repressive 
foreign stooges. Second is the need to sustain 
their myths of freedom, democracy and fair- 
ness in an open and peaceful society. 

Rule by force is the routine way of govern- 
ing societies whose oppressed and exploited 
people are conscious of their condition and 
change it. At the same time il- 
Ons are necessary to sustain an even more 
effective form of bourgeois tule which the 










Gramsci called hegemony. 

Hegemony exists when the exploited clas- 
lopi : and=internalize the eee class 
1 i view “as own, and 
thereby become co tors in thei 
exploitation and in the oppression of others. 
Not only is force unnecessary to rule such 
people, they can be counted on as committed 
supporters of the ruling class to the extent 
that the mythology is sustained. 


Cail 





Hegemony is achieved in politically dif- 
ferent ways in different societies. In Western 
Europe, the principal vehicles are reformist 
socialist parties and revisionist Eurocom- 
munist parties, bolstering a traditional aris- 
tocracy of labor loyal to the imperial national 
interest in each country. In the United States, 
the main instrument of hegemony is the sys- 
tem of white supremacy and white privilege, 
which effectively secures the allegiance of 
all classes in white society to the support of 
US imperialism. 

To govern those sectors of society in 
which hegemony is weak or virtually nonex- 
istent, mainly the Black and Latin com- 


munities, the US rulers prefer to use armed 


forces (police) that are official and obedient, 


Italian communist - philosopher Antonio rather than those (fascists) who have po : 


cal goals of their own and functional 
autonomy. But they don’t always have a 
choice. 

During periods of relative domestic 
rosperity, hegemony operates smoothly as 
long-as-the.myths are firmly in place. But 
when the society is besetby turbulence, par- 
ticularly in times of economiic crisis, 


hegemonic rule can collapse like a house of = 


cards. When SSS with that the ruling 
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ASSATA 


A new autobiography 


Assaia: An / 
Shakur 


Autobiography by Assata 


Aa Shakur ... the name is almost legen- 
dary ...a leader of the Black liberation move- 
ment of the early *70s, sought by the FBI, 
tried for almost every crime in which a Black 
woman was said to have participated, Assata 
was convicted in 1974 on a murder charge, 
stemming from an incident in which police 
shot and killed Black revolutionary, Zayd 
Shakur. For the next six years, Assata was 
held in some of the most brutal prison condi- 
tions in the US, including four years in 
solitary confinement in a men’s prison. In 
1979 she was liberated from Clinton Prison 
in New Jersey by the Black Liberation Army. 
She recently received political refugee status 
in socialist Cuba. 

This exciting and beautifully written book 


-is not only the moving story of an extraordi- 


nary woman; it powerfully expresses the 
reality of Black people and their freedom 
struggle. Its very hard to find this book in 
most book stores. And, when you order from 
us you will be making a contribution towards 
a political prisoner getting a copy of Assata 
for free. 
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Available from JBAKC for 
$10 + $2.50 for postage 
and handling 





Aryan Nations honcho; Richard Butler, currently under a ctment. 






class needs military force not only to govern 
oppressed communities, butalso to thwart in- 
surgent movements among the traditionally 
more docile sectors of the working class. 


The police by themselves are often not suf- 
ficient. Then the turn to fascism is virtually 
automatic. {As in the use of the KKK to bru- 
talize freedom riders and murder civil rights 
activists in the early 60s, ed.} 

Nevertheless, unleashing fascists is a 
dangerous gamble for the bourgeoisie, be- 
cause the fascists have a different set of 
political priorities and a different social 
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vision from the bourgeoisie’s. The decision 
is not one to be taken lightly. As long as pos- 
sible, the rulers will cling to hegemonic rule. 

To a large extent, the flurry of recent at- 
tempts by the government to repress Nazis 
and Klansmen through criminal prosecutions 
and civil litigation can be understood as the 
bourgeoisie’s defense of hegemony, at times 
bordering on desperation. 

The repression of the fascist right, while 
never pursued with comparable vigor to the 
war waged against revolutionary nationalists 
and communists, is genuine, and now in- 
cludes a long list of cases: civil injunctions 
against the KKK in North Carolina, 
Alabama, and Texas; criminal prosecutions 
of members of the Order and Aryan Nations, 
the Klansmen who lynched Michael Donald 
a the R the Sword, and the Arm of 

and the assassination of Gordon 
a a name only the most prominent ex- 
amples. Furthermore, the trend is toward in- 
creasingly more serious and more explicitly 
political repression. The sham trial of the 
Greensboro Klan killers has given way to a 
more determined and ruthless campaign to: 
destroy the Order. All these cases are 
symptoms that the rulers are far more wor- 
tied about the instability and weakness of 
their basic sustaining mythology than their 
most severe critics have believed. And yet, if 
that mythology does collapse suddenly and 
unexpectedly, the rulers would just as quick- 
ly and just as ruthlessly swing to the opposite 
extreme. The Nazis and Klansmen who are 
now their targets would become their 
saviors, overnight. 

These are not easy lessons to learn, and 
they are even more difficult to teach, yet 


__ learn and teach we must. 


Those in the progressive movement who 
best understand the natural affinity between 
the bourgeoisie and the terrorists of white 
supremacy have been largely ineffective in 
sounding the alarm because, rather than 
doing the difficult job of showing the con- 
tradictory character of rule based on force 
and hegemony, we have tended to exaggerate 
the role of force. 

That mistake has led us to focus our atten- 
tion on the sham prosecutions, and to play 
down'the.extent of the state’s seriousness in 
going after the fascists..Only when we cor- 
rect that mistake will be we prepared for the 
abrupt reversal to come. 

1. U.S. Mafia leaders. 

2. Racist Christian Identity sect whose founder was 
convicted of bombing a gay church. 

3. Posse Comitatus “tax resister,” killed in a shootout 
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Zn 1987, 20 years after Lyndon Johnson 
launched the so-called “War on Poverty,” 
about 30% of Black families live below the 
poverty line. In Detroit, Michigan, where 
auto production was the major source of jobs 
for Black people, one Black worker in two 
lacks an adequate job. Slashes in city ser- 
vices, like health care and employment train- 
ing, directly threaten Black peoples’ lives. 
Infant mortality there is twice that of the rate 
for white people. 

Police, gang, and drug-related violence is 
endemic, As many white people scapegoat 
Detroit’s Blacks for declining living stand- 
ards, racist attacks escalate. Street crime and 
drug abuse have soared too. This level of suf- 
fering and powerlessness contradict the myth 
of Black peoples’ advancement since the 60s. 
In Detroit and elsewhere, the issue has literal- 
ly become survival. ae 

A community institution committed to 
changing this situation is Detroit’s Malcolm 
X Center for Black Survival. The Center has 
a storefront building, located on Dexter 
Avenue, in the heart of the drug and gang ac- 
tivity on the city’s west side. The Center is a 


cornucopia of programs, classes and services 
run by and for the Black community. Its 
projects include a summer youth program, a 
public utilities project, a legal clinic, a food 
co-op, and campaigns against drug abuse and 
crime. The Center oe the community 
to determine its own needs and to begin 
providing for them. ` 

Substandard housing and abusive rent and 
utility company practices are rife in the Black 
community. In response, the Center-spon- 
sored Community Action Task Force (CATF) 
has mounted campaigns to halt gas shutoffs 
in winter-time. Those shut offs have caused 
elderly Black people to freeze to death in 
their homes. “Earlier mobilizations were 
very successful,” said Kwame Kenyatta, an 
activist at the Center. “The CATF coor- 
dinated several demonstrations to block 
utility employees dispatched to shut off the 
gas. The militant confrontations forced the 
gas company to back down. It promised the 
CATF to cancel shutoffs or tum gas back on 


whenever specific cases were brought to its 
attention,” he said. 

Center members have created a food-Co- 
op to counter rampant malnutrition and as an 
alternative to high food prices. The Co-op 
provides high quality fruit, vegetables and 
poultry at low cost. The Center also offers a 
Free Lunch program to jobless residents. 
Volunteers at the Center collect food and 
clothing for jobless Black residents of their 
community. 

The Malcolm X Center was established by 
the New Afrikan People’s Organization, a 
revolutionary Black nationalist group. The 
Center takes its name from Malcolm X be- 
cause he championed the liberation. of 
African people from Durban to Detroit. 
Through the Center, NAPO is confronting 
the worsening state of life in the Black nation 
by helping build Black-controlled institu- 
tions that improve living conditions and op- 
portunities. 

NAPO’s goal is to win human rights and 
self-determination for New Afrika, the 
colonized Black nation within the US. Strong 
and organized Black communities are 4 Vital 





Children at the Detroit Center. 


part of building a liberation movement. To 
this end the Center sponsors New Afrikan 
Nation Building Forums, designed to raise 
consciousness and politicize people’s ex- 
periences. The forums offer analysis of 
problems facing the Black community, inter- 
national issues and Black history. 

NAPO is setting up similar Black-control- 
led Centers in other cities. The Los Angeles 
Center has been active for 15 years. Two 
more are being set up in Atlanta and New 
York. Area residents are tailoring each 
Center to meet the needs and conditions of 
local people. 








In Detroit alone, the drug scourge is 
wrecking the lives of thousands of young 
Black people. Not one sector of Black youth 
has..escaped. addiction, crime, prison and 
despair. 

The Malcolm X Center helps members 
reach drug-abusing or dealing youth and 
combat this chemical warfare through educa- 
tion and peer support. Involving people in 
anti-drug campaigns works to lessen their 
chances of abusing drugs. Developing alter- 
native to the drug culture is another strategy. 
The Center put together a softball team called 
the “West Side Warriors” that competes city- 
wide. 

“Our accent will be on youth: we need new 
ideas, new methods, new approaches,” Mal- 
colm X once said. To help counter high 
dropout and illiteracy rates among Black 
teenagers, the Center offers several resources 
and projects to them. The Summer Youth 
Program features educational, recreational 
and social activities. Its most popular ac- 
tivities include neighborhood health care 
training, celebrations of Black history and 
dances. “The kids did a lot of work for Com- 
munity Unity Day, which honors Marcus 
Garvey,” said Kenyatta. “Many of these 
young people are now taking more respon- 
sible roles in the community.” 

Center Camping Trips let urban kids get 
out of Detroit during the hot summers. Ac- 
cording to a Center staffer, discussions on the 
trail promote pride, identity and new politi- 
cal perspectives. “One particular teenager 
came to a recent trip from a very conserva- 
tive place, even admiring Ollie North. He 
was going to join ROTC. After discussions 
about the relationship of the US Armed for- 
ces to Black people, the young man chose an 
African name and has rejected the military 
for his future.” . 

Two other youth-oriented programs at the 
Center are the New Afrikan Scouts and the 
New Afrikan Panthers. The Scouts has par- 
ties, outings and political education for 
children aged 6-14. The Scouts are taught 
that Black people must work together to 
achieve their freedom and independence. 

The Detroit Center started the first chapter 
of the New Afrikan Panthers. Like the 
Scouts, the high-school aged Panthers learn 
self-defense, observe Black holidays like 
Kwanza and Black History Month, and raise 
funds for the Center. 








Food Co-op at the Detroit Center. 


In the Black community the police are a 
hostile armed force, committed to oppres- 
sion, not protection. The Center promotes 


self-defense as a: way.to.challenge a 


and pervasive police violence. Its@x ; 
popular Martial Arts School trainsethe 
Scouts, Panthers-and community residents. 
The CATF+has organized residents into 
security teams which accompanied-Black 
women during a rape crisis» The CATF dis- 
tributes information on keeping the neigh- 
borhood safer from crimes such as burglary. 
In addition, NAPO provides security for 
community political events through its own 
New Afrikan Security Union. 

In nearby Battle Creek, MI, there’s a his- 
tory of police brutality against Black people 
that includes jail hangings, beatings and as- 
sassinations. Black people there formed the 
Coalition to End Police Brutality and 
Racism, five years ago. Police have been ex- 
posed trying to blow up Coalition leaders’ 
homes and the Coalition faces false crimiral 
charges, court harassments and ongoing at- 
tacks. Center members from Detroit have ac- 
tively supported the people of Battle Creek 
by joining their marches and demonstrations 
and NAPO has contributed legal services to 
defend Coalition members. 

The Center supports other liberation 
movements around the world and inside the 
US. They support political prisoners like 
Geronimo Pratt (see interview this issue). 
They oppose political imprisonment of any 
activists and have joined other groups to sup- 
port prisoner demands for human rights. 

The John Brown Anti-Klan Committee. 
supports the Centers. We have produced a 
brochure describing the Centers and will 
keep our readers up to date on Center ac- 
tivities. Your contributions support the day- 
to-day survival needs of the Black 
community and the programs sponsored by 
the Centers. Money goes torent, supplies and 
the expansion of the Center’s programs. To 
donate money or get more information, 
please write to us at this newspaper. 


New Afrikan People’s Organization 
P.O. Box 2348; New York, NY 10027 
P.O. Box 5698, Los Angeles, CA 90056 
P.O. Box 04252, Detroit, MI 48204 
PO. Box 11464,\Atlanta, GA 30310 


